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OT'R  rRIDGEe 
A  few  days  ago,  a  little  girl,  daughter  of  Mr.  Munson, 
fell  through  the  mantrap  across  the  canal  at  the  foot  of 
Earr  street,  and  would  v ave  been  drowned  but  for  the  timely 
aeeietance  of  Mr.  John  Butcher,  v;ho  dived  into  the  canal,  and 
succeeded  in  bringing  her  out. 

We  have  before  called  attention  to  the  dangerous  and 
disgraceful  condifion  of  our  bridp-es;  but  or  remarks  have 
rassed  unheeded,  nor  can  ve  hope  for  any  remedy,  until  some 
melancholy  catastrophe  shall  awaken  our  functionaries  to 
their  culpable  negligence,  or  until  some  -srgrieved  and 
Injured  individual  shall  sue  ther^  for  damages.   It  is  said 
there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  vhose  duty  it  is  to 
keet)  the  bridges  In  repair.   Some  contend  that  the  Strte 
ought  to  do  it,   8  a  recompense  for  the  right  of  >'ay;  others 
that  it  is  th!=  duty  of  the  road  commis"?^  oners;  and  others 
that  it  ought  to  be  done  by  th^  city.   Although  we  do  not 
presume  to  settle  this  knotty  -oolnt,  we  will  remark  that  it 
ap-nears  to  us  that  ovr   city  officers,  ought,  as  a  matter  of 
protection  to  the  lives  and  limbs  of  our  citizens,  to  see 
that  the  brid'-ps  are  nade  safe,  and  if  it  is  not  their  plf.ce 
to  be  at  the  exTsense,  they  ought  to  conpel  those  whose  duty 
it  is  to  do  it. 

While  on  this  subject,  we  wo 'Id  further  remark  that  the 
em.bank'-^pnts  to  the  new  ridge  at  Lee's  ford,  and  v^e  believe 
also  to  thp  lov/er  bridge,  have  settled  so  much,  as  to  make 
it  difficult  and  dangerous  to  drive  a  team  either  on  or 


off  them.   A  few  hours  labor  vroulc?  remedy  the  inconvenience, 
and  it  ought  to  be  done  forthvrlth. 


The  Fort  Wayne  Sentinel 
March  2^,    18^4-5 
(bm) 


INDIANA,  Hz.R  PUBLIC  DEBT. 
AND  EKh.   CONjUCT  TOA'iJlDS 
HEH  CREDITORS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Sun; 

SIR  — During  the  pset  wlncer  some  of  your  neighbours  of  the  city- 
press,  especially  the  Editor  of  the  Tribune,  have  seen  fit  to 
soeak  in  terms  unmeasured  and  unjustified  by  facts,  of  the  State 
of  Indiana,  in  connection  -vlth  her  public  debt  and  her  treatment 
of  her  creditors.   As  one  of  her  representatives,  in  the  late  Con- 
gress, I  sought  occasion  during  the  session  that  has  just  closed, 
to  reoly  to  such  aspersions  on  the  floor  of  the  House;  but  finding 
no  suitable  opportunity,  I  ask  the  t  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  al- 
low me  to  avail  myself  of  the  extensive  circulation  of  the  Sun, 
in  stating  the  facts  of  the  case.   And,  these  fairly  stated,  I  am 
willing  to  abide  the  Judgment  of  the  country,  confidentially  com- 
mitting to  well  informed  public  opinion,  the  reputation  of  ay 
adopted  State. 

It  is  but  too  well  known,  that  Indiana,  some  nine  years  since, 
misled  by  the  success  of  similar  undertakings  in  older  states, 
engaged  In  an  extensive  system  of  loublic  works;  a  system  devised 
without  Judgment  and  managed  without  discretion.   The  result  has 
been,  that  of  nine  different  works,  wlilch  with  rash  improvidence 
growing  out  of  the  sectional  Jealousies,  she  undertook  to  con- 
struct and  finish  simultaneously,  but  not  one  is  ; et  completed; 
nor  with  the  single  exception  of  her  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal,  yet 
approaches  completion.   The  State  is  dotted  over  with  detached 
fragments  of  works,  utterly  worthless  and  unproductive;  deep 
cuttings,  isolated  in  the  centre  of  the  forests,  and  huge 


mounds,  standing  plone,  without  ?ppsjrent  rurrose,  In  some  remote 
valley,  washed  into  shapeless  masses,  ye^.r  aft'^r  yesr,  by  the 
action  of  the  elements.   And,  with  scarcely  an  item  of  produc- 
tive vslue  5  9  an  equivalent.   Those  who  uhus  rashly  guided  her 
councils  have  entailed  upon  the  State,  for  Int^^rnal  Imcrovement 
alone,  a  debt  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars;  nearly  eleven  millions 
of  foreign  and  upwards  of  a  million  and  a  quarter  of  domestic 
debt.   The  whole  of  thft  amount,  -owever,  it  ought  to  be  stated, 
has  not  been  squandered  even  by  the  bad  management  that  ruled 
h-^r  oublic  business.   For  about  three  millions  of  her  bonds, 
included  in  the  above  debt,  she  never  received  the  money  at  all. 
Her  Fund  Commissioners,  with  a  degree  of  Imprudence  that  merits 
the  epithet  of  recklessness,  sold  on  credit  to  en  institution, 
then  on  thf  verge  of  bsnkruiotcy,  (the  Jio^^is  Canal  Co.)  UDwards 
of  two  millions  and  three  quarters  of  h^r  bonds,  and.  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  million  more  to  sundry  free  Banks  of  Western  New 
York;  the  whole  proving  a  dead  loss  by  the  insolvency  of  these 
institutions.   As  exajnination  set  on  foot  by  the  Agent  of  the 
States  proves,  thrt  these  bonds  were  almost  instantly  transfer- 
red or  hypothecated  to  third  persons,  unapprised,  as  it  appears, 
of  the  nature  of  the  transactions  by  which  they  were  obtained. 

These  circumstances,  taken  altogether,  form  a  case  well 
calculated  to  test  to  the  uttermost,  the  good  faith  and  honor 
of  a  State.   The  peocle  of  Indiana  know  and  keenly  feel,  that 
the  confidence  they  have  reposed  in  some  of  their  public  ser- 
vants has  been  shamefully  abused.   Their  property  has  been 
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virtually  mortgaged  for  an  amount  of  crincio&l  fully  ecuel  to 
ONL  fii^Nih  of  their  present  entire  taxable  list,  resl  end  per- 
sonal.  For  that  amount,  enormous  compared  to  the  property 
of  the  State,  her  citizens  know  that  they  have,  with  exceptions 
not  worth  regarding,  absolutely  nothing  to  show;  not  a  dollar 
of  annuel  revenue  to  receive.   And  they  further  know,  that  out 
of  s  fourth  of  that  amount  they  have  been  defrauded  by  speculat- 
ing institutions. 

All  this  furnishes  no  sufficient  reason  why  Indiana  should 
refuse  to  pay  her  debt.   But  it  must  be  confessed,  that  it  offers 
temptations  to  repudletion  such  as  nations  are  not  often  exposed 
to. 

How,  under  the'^e  trying  circumstances,  has  this  heavily- 
burdenned  state  conducted  herself?  Has  she  acted  like  a  whole- 
sale swindler,  as  your  neighbor  of  the  Tribune  (adopting  lan- 
guage unworthy  of  him,  fit  only  for  the  s- If  righteous  exclusives 
of  a  London  club)  would  have  the  world  believe? — Let  facts 
and  figures  furnish  the  reply. 

Has  Indiana  repudiated  even  the  very  bonas  abstracted  from 
her  by  the  false  promises  of  broken  banks  i     No.   On  the  contrary, 
giving  her  creditors  the  full  advantage  of  the  doubts  in  the 
case,  she  has  regarded  their  sale  as  absolute,  and  recognized 
the  right  to  payment  of  those  who  now  hold  them. 

All  this,  it  will  be  replied,  is  well  enough;  but  fair 
promises  cost  no  hing.   "Pay  me  that  thou  owest;"  such  is  the 
language  of  the  creditor.   And  it  is  no  very  satisfactory  re- 
ply to  that  demand,  thet  we  merely  admit,  in  word,  the  Justness 


of  the  debt.   \Vhf-t  has   Indiana  done?  That  is  the  practical 
question.   Delay  becanes  denial.   ^Vhst  measures  hss  she  adopt- 
ed— what  exertions  made — to  work  through  a  debt,  which  In 
terms  she  soes  not  repudiate? 

Nine  years  ago,  at  the  commencement  of  her  Internal  Im- 
provement system,  the  ad  valorem  State  tax  levied  on  her  citi- 
zens was  five  cents  on  every  hundred  dollars  of  property.   It 
was  gradually  increased,  first  to  fifteen  cents,  then  to  thirty, 
and  one  year,  (Ig^l)  to  forty  cents:  being  eight  times   the  ed 
valorem  tax  which  originally  sufficed  ^"Ith  a  small  ooll  tax, 
to  pay  her  current  excenses;  and  thet  estimsted  on  the  full 
actual  velue  of  her  taxables;  not  as  in  Ohio  end  some  other 
states,  on  a  mere  nominal  appraisement;  uhe  poll  tsy.,   however, 
remaining  at  fifty  cents;  except  in  1S4-1,  when  it  wss  raised 
to  seventy  five  cents  for  each  poll. 

By  this  great  increase  of  taxes,  there  has  been  raised  in 
Indiana,  by  direct  taxation  ana  for  state  ourposes  alone,  in 
the  1b sz    eight  ye^rs,  upwards  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

But  the  present  current  annual  expenses  of  the  state  govern- 
ment of  Indiana  are  by  the  estimate  of  ?-ar  Auditor,  about  seven- 
ty thousand  dollars.   They  have,  heretofore,  been  somewhat  higher, 
■cutting  them,  et   an  average  of  eighty  thousand  a  year,  they 
would  amount  in  eight  years,  to  six  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
dollars;  or  about  one  third  of  the  amount  of  taxes  raised; 
leaving  two  thirds,  or  about  ^2  million  and  a  quarter  of  dol- 
lars, to  be  arplied  to  the  extinguishment  of  her  oubllc  debt 
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from  the  legal  source  of  direct  t&x&tion,  and  without  reckon- 
ing bank  dividends,  sales  of  oublic  lends  and  other  small  re- 
sources of  revenue.   It  is  true,  th? t  this  amount  has  chiefly 
been  applied  to  liquidate  the  domestic  debt  of  the  State,  and  that , 
during  a  portion  of  that  time,  the  Interest  on  Indiana's  foreign 
debt  has  remained  unpaid.   This  has  happened  naturally,  almost 
necessarily,  as  the  result  of  the  extreme  pressure  of  the  times, 
causing  the  State  to  oass  a  law  by  which  her  scrip,  the  evidence 
of  hfr  dorastic  debt,  is  received  in  r^syment  of  taxes  and  other 
State  dues.   If  this  be  cast  ur  to  Indiana  as  a  r'proach,  it 
may  be  asked  in  reply,  whether  there  be  pjiv  example  on  re'^ord 
of  a  n-tlon  ©referring  her  foreign  to  her  domestic  debt;  =nd 
whether  it  may  not  Justly  be  doubted,  if  England,  herself,  sup- 
posing her  debt,  instead  of  being  as  ninety-five  hundredths  of 
it  is  a  domestic  debt  where  a  foreign,  would  pay  the  interest 
on  it,  even  for  jne   year,  (sic)   A  State  which,  for  eit:ht  ye  rs, 
including  a  disastrous  period  of  the  commercial  history  of  the 
country,  has  persevered  in  applying,  out  of  every  xHREE  DuLL^iRS 
which  she  raised  by  taxing  her  citizens,  TWO  towaras  the  pay- 
ment of  her  debts,  may  be  admitted  to  have  done  what  could  be 
reasonably  expected  of  her,  in  the  premises.   Of  the  annual 
revenue  of  G-reat  Britain,  (of  which  but  a  small  proportion  is 
derived  from  the  trying  burden  imposed  by  direct  taxation)  there 
has  been  applied  little  .lore  than  one  h?lf,  instead  of  two 
thirds  annually,  towards  the  int'^rest  of  her  debt,  while  ne^^rly 
one-half  has  gone  for  the  current  expens-=s  of  her  ijovernnent. 

If  now,  it  be  demanded  of  me  whether  I  believe  that  Indiana, 
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If  now,  It  be  demsnded  of  me  whether  I  believe  that  Indiana, 
dlsar>T)olnted  and  wronged  as  she  had  t'^en  end  deeply  involved  as 
she  is,  will  yet  ultimately  discharge  her  debt,  I  reply,  that 
if  her  creditors  evince  but  a  moderate  degree  of  conciliation, 
I  feel  confident  thpt  she  will.   I  introduced  into  Congress 
during  the  lete  session,  &   bill,  which,  fortunately  for  our 
Stfite,  passed  into  a  l°w,  by  '-hich  there  was  granted  to  Indiana, 
about  goo, 000  acres  of  land,  to  aid  her  in  completing  her  Wabash 
and  Erie,  (or  rather  Ohio  a_nd  Erie)  Canal.   This  work,  not  in- 
cluded in  her  general  system  of  Internal  Imorovement,  but  construc- 
ted chiefly  by  means  of  e   separate  land  fund,  and  hav:ng  cost 
already  about  four  millions  of  dollars,  will  connect  when  com- 
pleted, the  weters  of  •'-'ake  Erie,  by  the  way  of  Maumee  Bay,  with 
the  Ohio  River  at  Evansville.   Of  this  imcortant  Canal  three 
hundred  end  fifty  miles  ere  alreao.y  finishes,  or  means  provided 
to  finish  them,  commencing  et   either  extremity,  and  a  gap  of 
about  one  hundred  miles,  lying  on  the  line  between  Terre  Haute 
and  Evansville,  remains  incomplete;  on  which  however,  the  State 
expended  before  she  abandoned  the  undertaking  upwards  of  a 
quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars.   About  a  million  and  a  quarter 
more  is  reo  -.ired  to  com  lete  the  work;  and  thet  sum  can,  (it  is 
reasonable  to  believe)  be  raised,  from  the  lands  grmted  for 
the  T3ur':-ose. 

I^;  is  the  oolnlon  of  some  of  those  who  are  famllirr  with  the 
subject  end  especlslly  interested  in  the  result,  th'^t  the  nett 
(sic)  proceeds  of  this  Canal,  (within  our  State  line)  when  fin- 
ished and  in  full  operation,  will  suffice  to  pay  one  half  the 
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interest  on  the  foreign  debt  of  Indiana.   If  acting  upon  this 

belief,  the  bond  holders  shall  consent  to  receive  the  nett  (sic) 
proceeds  of  th-^t  Canal,  annually  apportioning  a^nong  them  and 
yearly  Increasing  in  smoun':,  as  they  surely  would,  in  full 
liouidation  of  one  half  the  annual  Interest  acdruing  on  the 
foreign  debt,  it  is  my  firm  ccnvlction,  th=t  Indiana  would  forth- 
with permanently  orovide  by  law  for  a  direct  tax,  sufficient 
to  ppy  the  other  helf.   About  twenty  seven  and  a  half  cents 
on  the  hundred  dollars  of  her  present  taxable  list  (netting  a- 
bout  $275,000)  would  suffice  for  thst  purpose;  and  seven  and  a 
half  cents  more  (produce  about  $J^,000)vioal6.   pay  the  interest 
in  full  on  her  domestic  debt;  making  in  all  a  tax  of  three  mills 
(sic)  and  a  half  on  the  dollar;  very  heavy,  it  must  be  confes- 
sed, but  yet  half  a  mill  less  than  that  already  submitted  to  in 
18^1;  and  I  think  not  exceeding  what  the  oeople,  if  they  felt 
assured  it  would  effect  the  purpose,  TOald  be  willing  to  bear; 
more  esceclally,  if,  by  improved  management  on  the  part  of  the 
several  County  boards,  the  percentap-e  for  County  nurposes  were 
reduced,  as  it  well  inight  be,  to  meet  such  a  contingency.   A 
Doll  tax  T^robably  of  sixty-five,  certainly  of  seventy-five  cents, 
would  suffice,  with  other  small  revenues  accruing  yearly  to  the 
State,  to  defray  the  e'-^oenses  of  the  State  G-overnraent. 

It  ip  Drorer  I  should  add,  thf  t  the?e  are  but  my  individual 
ooinions;  given  without  eny  consultation  with  our  State  author- 
ities, or  with  members  of  our  Legislature.   I  speak  but  from  my 
general  knowledge  of  public  sentiment  in  Indiana,  and  of  the 
strong  desire  felt  by  her  citizen;  to  rescue  from  reproach, 
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the  fc'lr  fame  of  our  young  State.   I  believe  th.=  t  the  srr^ngement 
I  have  suggested  woald  be,  on  the  psrt  of  the  bond-holders, and 
in  view  of  the  oeculiar  features  of  the  case,  but  fair  end  just. 
I  believe,  from  the  imcortent  ch-^r-^cter  of  our  Can^l,  connect- 
ing as  It  does  the  Lakes  with  the  Mississippi,  that,  though 
at  first   its  revenues  might  fall  somewhat  short  of  the  amount 
necessary  to  coraolete  the  full  Interest;  ultiLfiately  our  Increase 
would  mpke  up  the  deficiency.   AnO.  I  believe,  th=^t  the  Legis- 
lature of  our  State,  if  such  a  proposal  were  definitely  made, 
would  consent  to  set  apart  the  Canal  loroceedp  for  such  e  pur- 
pose; pledging  them  to  it,  until  the  principal  is  x^eid  up;  and 
would  oass  the  farther  revenue  laws  necessary  to  carry  out  the 
entire  pl?n. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  express  the  hope  thrt  those 
Journalists  who  have  attacked  in  vague  terms,  without  I'nowledge 
or  regard  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  the  honor  and  ch-'srecter 
of  Indiana,  will  do  he;-,  at  least,  the  simple  Justice  to  state 
to  their  readers,  that  this  State  ,  so  horribly  ?bused  at  home 
&  villified  abroad  as  a  culpable  &  careless  defaulter,  has  reg- 
ularly imposed  upon  her  citizens  direct  taxes  to  such  amount, 
that  she  has  been  enabled  to  set  aort,  and  has  set  aoart  end 
appropriated  ever  since  she  first  incurred  her  debt,  two 
dollars  out  of  every  three  derived  from  her  entire  taxes,  to 
the  payment  of  her  State  debt.   I  am,  sir,  your  obt.  serv't. 

r.OBERT  DixLE  OWEN. 

New  York,  March  3I,  13^5 
Fort  Wayne  Sentinel 
April  26,  lgi^-5 


THE  CANAL. — Owing  to  the  wxtreme  drought  and  the  consequent 
low  stage  of  water  In  the  Wabash,  the  canal  as  far  west  as  Largro 

has  to .   The  

actually  lower  than  in  the  canal.  The  reservoir  at  St.  Mary's 
has,  it  is  said,  diverted  a  large  amount  of  water  from  the  Wa- 
bash, and  to  this  in  part  be  attributed  the  scarcity.   The 

St.  Joseph's  Feeder  now  has  to  feed  75  miles  of  canal,  and  in 
conseouence  all  the  water  power  of  the  canal  will  hrve   to  be 
suspended  until  a  rise  of  water  takes  olace.   As  it  is  of  the 
utmoet  importance  that  s  sufficient  suprly  of  water  should 
be  crovlded  to  keep  the  canal  in  navigable  order  at  all  seasons; 
and  as  the  business  of  the  canrl  must  be  greatly  augmented  when 
it  is  corat)leted  to  the  Ohio  at  Evansville,  some  means  should  at 
once  be  takdn  to  accomplish  this  object--The  neccesity  of  a 
reservoir  is  now  apparent  to  all;  and  a?  it  is  a  well  established 
fact  that  all  streajns  become  less  durable  as  the  country  becomes 
cleared  and  greater  facilities  are  offered  for  its  speedy  drain- 
age, we  think  it  would  be  culpable  in  those  having  charge  of 
the  canal  to  rely  much  longer  exclusively  on  the  St.  Joseph. 
Surveys  were  made  some  years  ago,  which  satisf actorly  showed,  that 
a  large  suocly  could  be  secured  by  the  construction  of  reservoirs 
on  different  streams.   The  Abolte  affords  en  excelent  location 
for  a  work  of  this  nature,  and  at  ?  very  trifling  expense  a 
reservoir  could  be  constructed,  which  would  be  simply  sufficient 
to  keep  the  canal  navigable  in  the  driest  seasons. 

We  trust  this  subject  will  receive  the  attention  Its 
importance  warrants,  and  that  measures  may  at  once  be  taken  to 
seente  its  accomplishment. 

Fort  Wayne  Sentinel 
Saturday,  August  23,  13^5 


THE  NORTHERN  ROADS 

We  ask  attention  to  the  following  article  from  the 
La  Grange  Advocate  of  the  l8th  ult. 

THE  FORT  WAYNE  ROAD. 

At  last  excesslvS  rains  have  brought  us  to  the 
season  of  bad  roads  again.   What  are  we  to  do?  Our  'oopu- 
latlon  Is  rapidly  Increasing;  our  production  the  present 
year  more  than  two  fold  that  of  any  prededlng  one,  and 
Wheat  our  chief  staple,  commands  no  certain  -orlce  at  all, 
unless  occasionally  nerhaps,  by  special  farmers,  forty- 
four  and  forty-five  cents  cash. 

The  surplus  wheat  of  La  G-range  County  alone,  the 
present  season,  may  be  estimated  300*000  bushels.   This 
would  all  be  worth  fifty  centc  a  bushel  In  the  farmer' s 
gralnary,  If  we  had  a  good  Turnpike  road  to  Fort  Wayne. 
Nov  It  Is  worth  say,  forty-five  cents.   This  is  a  differ- 
ence of  ten  per  cent,  x^^hich  on  the  given  value  of  the 
wheat  at  fifty  cents  per  bushel,  amounting  to  2l50,000. 
$30,000  vrould  probably  build  a  good  road;  and  thus  the 
loss  on  the  present  crop  v;ocili  be  cufficlent  to  build  one 
half  of  the  road. 

Now  it  is  useless  to  expend  a  hundred  dollars  or  so, 
evsry   year,  on  such  a  road  as  that  to  Fort  Wayne.   If  we 
market  in  that  direction,  ve  iviust  have  a  good  road.   The 
increasing  production  of  this  Section  will  soon  force 
an  avenue  in  some  direction,  and,  if  that  is  to  be  Fort 
Wayne  the  sooner  we  comnence  operations  the  better. 


Every  one  interested,  must  Agitate)  Agitatel  until  the 
public  is  earnestly  and  effectually  directed  to  this  subject. 

Can  nothing  be  done  to  awaken  an  interest  in  the  im- 
•orovement  of  the  roads  leading  to  this  city?  For  our  own 
part  we  have  been  hammering  at  the  matter  for  years  -nast, 
until  we  really  have  nothing  more  to  say,  while  the 
capitalists  and  business  men  of  the  city— those  v^ho  are 
vitally  interested  in  the  subject — remain  perfectly  uncon- 
cerned.  Nothing  short  of  the  power  of  Galvanism  could 
produce  among  them  even  a  snasraodic  action.   They  know 
perfectly  well  that  the  continued  advancement  and  Drosperity 
of  the  city,  and  as  a  consequence,  their  own  successful 
enterprise  in  business,  depend  upon  the  improvement  of  the 
roads,  and  yet  no  decisive  step  can  be  induced  for  their 
improvement.   But  we  can  assure  our  friends  that  unless 
something  is  done,  and  done  quickly,  many  of  the  streams 
that  now  contribute  to  swell  the  tide  of  prosperity  that 
Fort  Wayne  enjoys,  will  be  directed  to  other  channels.   For 
Instance,  a  rail  road  from  Toledo,  passing  through  the 
northern  tier  of  counties,  to  Michigan  City,  is  in  con- 
templation, and  it  is  not  improbable  that  it  vrill,  at  no 
distant  day  be  completed.   What  would  be  its  effect  upon 
the  trade  of  Fort  Wayne?  Why,  inevitably  to  talie  sve]ry 
dollar's  worth  of  -oroduce  north  of  the  centre  


far  as  the  barrens  and  Prairies,  say  some  thirty  miles, 
this  rail  road  project  would  probably  be  abandoned,  or  if 
carried  out,  would  do  us  comparatively  little  injury.   The 


above  article  from  the  Advocate,  if  any  thing  now  vsre 
necessary,  demonstrates  the  urgency  of  action  in  a  fev; 
words,  and  in  the  clearest  manner.   300,000  bushels  of 
surplus  wheat  in  the  single  county  of  Lagrange,  every 
buchel  of  ^^'hich  v.'ould  find  a  market  in  this  city,  if  the 
Mongoquinong  road  could  be  put  in  a  condition  that  might 
be  dcToended  on  as  good  the  year  round.   Much,  perhaps 
most  of  it,  now  finds  a  market  in  other  directions,  and 
this  for  the  v;ant  of  about  thirty  miles  of  substantial 
turnpike  road.   Ve  ask  the  business  men  of  Fort  Wayne — 
we  appeal  to  them  by  that  strongest  of  all  incentives  to 
action,  self-interest, — If  this  state  of  things  shall  be 
permitted  to  remain? 

Application  will  be  made  to  the  next  Legislature 
for  a  charter,  organizing  a  company  to  construct  a  turn- 
pike road  from  Fort  Wayne  to  the  Michigan  line.  We  have 
neither  time  nor  room  this  morning  to  speculate  upon  the 
feaelbility  of  the  project;  but  we  believe  It  is  demon- 
strable, and  shall  take  an  early  opportunity  to  recur  to 
the  subject.   In  the  meantime  we  solicit  our  friends  to 
"AgltatsJ  Agitate!"   "Keep  the  ball  rolling."   Reflect 
and  Investigate;  then  give  us  the  results  of  your  reflec- 
tion and  investigation  to  lay  before  the  public,  and 
our  word  for  it  there  will  yet  be  a  spirit  av-'akened  that 
will  not  again  slumbir  until  the  work  is  accomplished. 

Fort  Wayne  Times  and  Peoples'  Press 
'  November  1,  18^5 


CAMDEN,  JAY  CO., 

Oct.  30th,  1045 

Slri  Allow  me,  through  the  medium  of  your  paper,  to 
say  a  few  things  In  relation  to  the  contemplated  rail 
road  from  Cambridge  City  to  Fort  Wayne.   This  is  a  duty 
that  some  more  experienced  hand  than  mine  ought  to  dis- 
charge, to  secure  its'  progress  and  completion.   When  we 
look  at  the  miserable  condition  of  the  roads,  and  especial3.y 
those  leading  to  Fort  Wayne  through  the  section  of  country 
where  this  rail  road  proposes  to  run,  we  wonder  not  that 
the  citizens  south  of  Fort  Wayne  are  anxious  to  have 
some  Improvement  that  will  enable  them  to  get  thei:"*  cur- 
pluG  produce  to  the  great  market  place  of  Indiana;  for 
such  we  consider  Fort  Wayne. — AllJcyeB   are  turnec*  to  Fort 
Wayne  from  the  counties  south  of  that  place  to  the  National 
Road,  as  the  great  outlet  for  the  products  of  that  fertile 
country.   Need  I  mention  that  the  Wabash  valley  is  one  of 
the  richest  bodies  of  land  in  the  West,  and  is  fast  fill- 
ing up  with  an  enterprising  and  industrious  population! 
Such  is  the  fact,  and  the  same  things  are  true  of  the 
Salaraonie,  the  Mississlneway  and  the  W'hite  Water  valleys. 
The  farmers  of  these  valleys  have  a  large  surplus,  but 
have  no  market  for  it;  and  the  reason  is  because  they 
cannot  get  it  to  Fort  Wayne  without  costing  them  about 
half  of  V7hat  it  will  bring —  I  will  name  a  case  that  occ- 
urred recently.   A  poor  man  had  a  little  Wheat,  but  had 
no  team.   He  was  com-nelled  to  nay  25  cents  r^er  bushel  for 
carting  it  to  Ft.  Wayne,  where  it  brought  him  60  cents — 


thus  leaving  him  but  35  cents  per  bushel  for  his  wheat- 
It  is  such  facts  as  this  that  have  aroused  the  people 
through  this  region  to  the  importance  of  the  contemplated 
rail  road.   If  the  Northern  citizens,  and  especially  the 
businecs  men  of  Fort  Wayne,  could  bs  inspired  with  the 
same  zeal  and  enterprlsln'g  spirit  that  our  Southern 
friends  manifest,  something  certainly  would  be  done  which 
would  give  a  fresh  iipulse  to  business  in  Fort  Wayne. 
Let  not  Fort  Wayne  think  for  a  moment  that  the  North  is 
her  surest  or  richest  source  of  trade.   Let  this  thorough- 
fare be  once  opened,  and  trade  from  the  Southern  counties 
will  flow  in  upon  her  to  an  extent  that  she  has  never  yet 
dreamed  of. 

Our  Northern  market  is  and  has  been  the  best  for 
some  years  back,  and  for  this  reason  you  will  receive  at 
Fort  Wayne  the  produce  that  would  necessarily  go  to  Cin- 
cinnati, if  this  enterprise  is  once  finished.   There  is 
no  section  of  country  of  the  same  length  (and  connecting 
two  liportant  points,)  in  all  the  countries  that  I  have 
travelled  in,  that  is  so  favorable  for  a  road  of  this 
kind.   I  Xv'ill  venture  to  say  it  can  be  built  as  cheaply 
as  any  road  in  the  United  States,  and  the  r)olnts  named  in 
the  petitions  (for  be  it  known  there  are  -oetitions  out  for 
a  charter,  and  all  the  peor>le  in  this  nart  of  the  country 
are  signing  them,)  will  not  vary  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
from  a  straight  line  from  Cambridge  City  to  the  St.  Mary's 
river.   Some  may  object  to  a  Rail  Road,  but  we  believe  it 
to  be  the  cheapest  improvement  that  can  be  made  over  this 
route,  and  it  will  answer  svery  purpose.   It  will  certainly 


be  of  great  advantage  to  all  classes  of  our  citizens,  and 
it  vfill  enhance  the  price  of  Droperty  throughout  the 
country  that  it  passes  through;  so  much  so,  that  our 
friends,  the  speculators,  can  afford  to  give  one  half  of 
their  land  that  lies  within  five  miles  of  the  contemplated 
route,  s.nd  still  make  in  the  operation;  as  half  the  land 
would  bring  more  with  the  improvement  than  the  whole 
would  without  it.   Now,  I  think,  that  when  the  Mechanics,  . 
Farmers,  Merchants,  Capitalists  and  Speculators  all  Join 
in  this  enterprise,  we  will  have  a  Rail  Road  from  Cam- 
bridge City  to  Fort  Wayne,  which  is  quite  a  desirable 
thing  to  the  travelling  community,  as  well  as  to  the 
Farmer  and  Merchant, 

A  CITIZEN  OF  CAMDEN 


Fort  Wayne  Times  and  Peoples  Press 

November  8,  I8^l5 


ANTI-RESERVOIR  MEETING 

A  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Abolte  township, 
Allen  county,  la.,  wae  held  at  the  Methodist  Meeting 
House  In  said  township,  on  the  8th  Inst.,  for  the  purpose 
of  adopting  such  measures  as  would  best  prevent  the  making 
of  a  reservoir  on  the  Abolte  river. 

On  motion,  G-eorge  Bullard  was  called  to  the  chair, 
and  J.  B.  Walker  appointed  secretary. 

On  motion,  a  committee  of  five  was  appointed  to 
draft  a  preamble  and  resolutions.   The  following  was  re- 
ported by  said  committee  and  unanimously  adopted. 

That  Whereas  a  survey  has  been  made  with  a  view  to 
the  construction  of  a  reservoir  on  the  Abolte  river,  and 
it  is  believed  that  a  great  effort  will  be  made  by  those 
Interested  in  having  a  large  surplus  of  water  on  the 
summit  level  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  to  obtain  the 
passage  of  a  law  the  ensuing  winter  to  authorise  the  con- 
struction of  said  reservoir.   Therefore, 

Resolved,  that  a  reservoir  on  said  river  is  unnec- 
essary, as  this  has  been  the  dryest  season  that  has 
occurred  since  the  construction  of  the  canal,  and  that  the 
St.  Joseph  river  has  afforded  sufficient  water  to  feed  the 
canal  from  Peru  East,  to  the  State  Line,  a  distance  of 
70  or  80  miles,  which  shows  that  there  is  sufficient 
water  in  said  river  to  feed  the  canal  at  all  times  from 
the  Forks  of  the  Wabash  river  east  to  the  State  Line, 
which  is  all  the  St.  Joseph  was  ever  designed  to  feed. 


Resolved,  that  If  there  is  a  deficiency  of  water  to 
feed  the  canal,  it  occurs  between  the  Forks  of  the  Wabash 
and  Peru;  and  if  a  reservoir  must  be  made  it  should  be 
where  the  deficiency  occurs,  and  not  vrhere  there  is  a 
great  abundance  of  water,  merely  to  gratify  the  avarice 
of  a  fev^. 

Resolved,  that  a  reservoir  on  the  Aboite  river  v.'ould 
be  a  great  damage,  by  inundating  a  great  body  of  good 
land,  and  render  all  in  its  vicinity  unhealthy. 

Resolved,  that  a  reservoir  on  the  Aboite  would  be 
a  great  nuisance,  and  we  will  use  all  lawful  means  in 
our  pov^'er  to  prevent  its  construction. 

On  motion,  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  v:ere 
ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  President  and  Secretary,  and 
published  in  the  Fort  Wayne  Sentinel  and  Times  &  Press. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

GEORGE  BULLARD,  President. 

J.  B.  Walker,  Secretary. 


Fort  Wayne  Times  and  People's  Press 

November  15,  18^5 


TOLEDO— WESTERN  CANALS— THE  MIAMI 
EXTENSION,  &C. 
Correspondence  of  The  Tribune. 

TOLEDO,  Nov.  7,  1845. 
There  is  perhaps  no  town  upon  the  Lakes  which  bids  fair  to  grow  as 
rapidly  as  this  during  the  next  ten  years.  Situated  on  the  Maumee  River, 
three  miles  from  its  mouth,  it  is  the  terminus  of  nearly  five  hundred 
miles  of  Canal  Navigation  and  of  about  seventy-five  miles  of  Pailway. 
The  opening  of  the  Miami  Extension  canal  in  the  month  of  June  last,  form- 
ed a  water  communication  from  this  point  to  Cincinnati  on  the  Ohio  River. 
By  affording  a  cheaper  and  more  reliable  channel  ox  communication  from 
the  seaboard  to  that  city  tlian  any  other  route,  this  work  at  once 
commanded  an  amount  of  busiiess  far  surpassing  the  expectations  ol  the 
most  sangaine.  At  the  outset,  merchandise  was  transmitted  with  great 
regularity  from  New  York  to  Cincinnati,  in  seventeen  or  eighteen  days; 
but  subsequently  the  confidence  ol  shippers  in  the  work  became  impaired 
to  a  great  extent.  Several  causes  operated  to  produce  this  effect. 
During  the  Summer,  it  became  indispensable  io  draw  off  the  water  from  a 
considerable  section  of  the  Wabash  &  Erie  Canal,  in  order  to  remove 
deposites  of  earth  wnicn  naa  interrupted  the  transit  of  loaded  boats. 
This  oi  course  led  to  the  accumulation  o-  large  quantities  of  freight  at 
each  end  and  at  various  points  along  the  line.  Thy  storage  accommodations 
at  this  place,  although  apparently  ample,  were  soon  found  to  be  totally 
inadequate  to  the  extraordinary  pressure  of  ascending  freight  and  the 
number  of  boats  running  upon  the  new  canal  greatly  beneath  the  requirements 
of  the  trade.  To  complete  the  list  of  adverse  influences,  an  extensive 
break  occurred  just  at  this  time,  in  the  old  portion  of  the  Miami  Canal 
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which  had  been  in  use  a  number  of  years.  Effectual  measures,  I  am  informed 
will  be  taken  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  these  evils  in  future.  The 
several  forwarding  companies  which  navigate  the  Miami  Extension  Canal 
will  double  their  effective  force  upon  the  openin^g  of  the  work  in  the 
Spring;  and  some  enterprising  gentlemen  in  your  city  have  commenced  the 
erection  of  a  very  spacious  warehouse  which  will  be  provided  with  every 
improvement  calculated  to  give  despatch  to  business. 

Some  conception  of  the  amount  of  business  which  centers  at  this  point, 
may  be  formed  from  the  fact  that,  although  there  is  a  daily  line  of 
steamers,  as  well  as  a  large  number  of  sailing  vessels  and  several 
steam  propellers,  plying  between  this  port  and  Buffalo,  there  are  about 
forty  thousand  bushels  oi  wheat  now  lying  at  the  wharf  in  Canal  boats 
for  which  neither  shipment  nor  storage  can  be  obtained.  Ti.e  receipts  of 
Wheat  and  Flour  during  the  week  ending  yesterday,  counting  the  whole  as 
wheat,  amount  to  only  a  little  short  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
bushels;  and  for  several  preceding  weeks  the  average  quantity  received 
was  nearly  one  hundred  thousand  bushels— an  amount  far  exceeding  the 
receipts  of  any  other  port  on  the  Lakes,  with  the  single  exception  oi 
Buffalo. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  a  very  inconsiderable  portion  of  the 
produce  just  referred  to,  has  come  from  the  great  wheat  growing  region 
which  borders  the  Miami  Extension  Canal.  The  reason  is  obvious — owing 
to  the  high  rate  ol  toll  charged  upon  the  Erie  Canal,  flour  can  be  sent 
by  sea  from  almost  any  point  along  its  line  to  New  York,  cheaper  than  it 
can  be  via  the  Northern  route.  This  fact,  no  less  than  another  to 
which  I  shall  now  refer,  is  deserving  the  serious  consideration  of  the 
authorities  in  your  State.  Since  the  opening  of  the  new  canal,  large 
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shipments  of  heavy  groceries  have  been  made  from  Cincinnati  to  this 
point.  At  this  moment,  there  is  a  lot  of  New-Orleans  Sugar  lying 
upon  the  wharf  and  awaiting  transhipment  to  the  address  of  an  extensive 
house  in  Buffalo.  One  thing  has  become  inevitable — that  unless  a  liberal 
reduction  shall  be  made  in  tariff  of  tolls  upon  the  Erie  Canal,  in  the 
articles  of  Sugar,  Molasses  and  Coffee,  no  point  West  of  Buffalo  will 
hereafter  be  supplied  with  those  articles  from  the  seaboard.  With  re- 
spect to  the  articles  of  Flour  and  Wheat,  it  behooves  the  Canal  Board 
carefully  to  consider  whether,  in  the  event  a  reduction  of  tolls  upon  the 
entire  quantity  passing  the  canals  shall  not  be  deemed  advisable,  a 
discriminating  Tariff  ought  not  to  be  aUopted  having  reference  to  that 
portion  of  the  surplus  of  this  great  Stale  which  now  seeks  the  Southern 
route  to  market.  It  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  at  once  and  forever  abandon 
the  notion  that  there  is  any  injustice  to  the  farmers  oi  your  own  State, 
in  so  far  reducing  the  rate  of  toll  upon  the  products  of  the  new  States, 
as  to  attract  the  carrying  trade  of  the  great  West  to  admission  to  the 
exports  of  other  States,  repress  the  energies  or  curtail  the  agricultural 
production  of  the  mighty  West.  Such  a  policy  will  have  no  other  effect 
than  to  alienate  the  feeling  of  filial  regard  which  is  now  universally 
cherished  towards  her;  and  to  turn  a  broad  stream  of  wealth  from  her 
borders  into  the  lap  of  rival  Commonwealths.  By  extendhg  a  helping 
hand  to  her  hardy  offspring  in  the  West,  she  will,  on  the  other  hand,  ce- 
ment more  and  more  closely  her  alliance  with  that  portion  of  the 
Dnion  on  which  the  future  growth  of  her  commercial  cities  must  in  great 
measure  depend,  and  at  the  same  time  add  to  her  revereuces. 

I  remain  faithfully  yours, 
AMEPICANUS. 

THE  l^EW  YORK  TEIBUNE,  NO^  .   19,1845.    (jma) 
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THE   ViP.lMEtl  AND  U^PER  WABAbM  VALLEYS 

These  valleys  ere  veconing  objects  of  much  interest  and 

promise  to  the  merchant  and  manufacturer  of  Cincinnati,  at 

no  dlst-:nt  tin^e,  an  extensive  andlmportant  trade.   Tne  country 

embraced  in  their  limits,  is  about  tv;o  hundred  miles  in  length, 

extending  from  the  mouth  of  the  Maumee  to  theconfluence  of 

the  Tippecanoe  vrith  th^  V/abash  river:   ans  is  about  one  hundred 

miles  in  v.'idth;  all  of  V\/hich  is  susceptatle  of  cultivation, 

anc.  is  nov;  rapidly  increasing  in  population  nd  wealth. 

Tlie  title  of  the  Indians  to  thae  soil,  has  been  the  great 

obstacle  in  its  earlier  improvement.   The  *^iamies,  Futta- 

v;  tamies  an(iOttov.'as,  apcerr  to  have  selected  it  as  best  adapted 

to  their  surport,  because  of  its  aoundance  of  g&me,  and  have 

clung  to  it  with  a  tenacity  hitherto  unknown  to  that  race 

of  peocle.   But  their  hold  is  -ow  relinouished,  and  the  forest 

is  fast  sinking  before  the  march  of  the  white  oooulation. 

The  Wab-^  sh  and  Erie  Canal,  which  penetrates  the  country 
from  one  estreme  to  the  other,  is  regarded  as  the  grest  chan- 
nel through  which  its  commerce  must  float.   But  the  i'ij_ami 
canal,  which  forms  e  junction  with  the  Wabssh  and  Erie,  at 
a  point  about  thirty  or  forty  miles  es at  of  Fort  Wayne,  offers 
ample  facilities  for  the  merchants  of  Cincinnati  to  avail 
themselves  of  a  portion  of  its  trade — a  trade,  which  from 
the  racially  with  v-hich  the  country  is  improving  must  soon 
become  very  desirable,  But  to  judge  of  its  imcort^nce,  a 
knowledge  of  the  country  and  its  recent  advancement  could  alone 
furnish  a  tolerable  idea.   The  writer  of  this  article, 
after  an  absence  of  a  few  years,  recently  visited  a  .  ortion 
of  the  country  with  which  he  had  been  formerly  very  familiar, 


and  was  suorised  to  see  how  great  a  change  had  been  maae  in 
so  short  a  time.   Fort  Wayne,  within  the  last  seven  years, 
has  more  than  trebled  her  ooculation,  v/hile  the  surrounding 
country  has  increr-?:ed  with  a  still  greater  ratio. 

As  a  further  proof  cf  the  rapidity  of  irr.proveraent 
and  the  production  of  the  country,  the  following  instance 
may  furnish  some  idea.   In  the  year  1856  end  '37  the  writer 
frequently  traveled  on  a  road  le&ding  northwardly  from 
Fort  Wayne,  and  met  but  few  travellers  except  Miami  and  Potta- 
wataraie  Indians.   But  while  trevelling  thirty  miles  on  the 
s;-me  road  in  the  month  of  October  last,  he  met  nfi)  less  than 
fifty  wagons  all  he? vily  laden  with  wheat  or  flour  for  the 
Fort  //ayne  market.   The  productions  must  find  a  further  mar- 
ket.  And  the  consumption  of  merchandize  s nd  manufactured 
articles,  must  be  in  ..roportion  to  the  oroductlon  and  popula- 
tion of  the  country.   For  the  supply  of  these  articles, 
Cincinnati  is  the  -oroper  market,  and  is  nov;  anxiously 
bought  for  by  the  people  of  that  country. 

The  Miami  Canal,  thejonly  nasssbl?  channel  through  which 
commerce  between  Cincinnati  and  that  country  can  be  conducted 
havin£'  but  recently  been  opened  for  navigation,  the  business 
must  now,  of  course,  be  light.  But  by  care  and  attention  on 
the  part  of  our  commercial  ^an,  a  rich  and  lucrative  (sic) 
commerce  must  soon  spring  up  v.'hich  must  continue  to  increase 
as  the  country  improves. 

Cincinnati,  Nov.  11,  1345 

Fort  V/ayne,  Sentinel 
Saturday,  Novem.b-r  2'^,  1845 


WAbASH  ^-ND  ERIE  CANAL 
A  D^.I^GiRGUS  ?hO-OSITION 

The  last  session  of  Congress  made  an  op ;ropriatlon  of 
8000,000  acres  of  land,  in  the  Vincennes  district,  for  the 
purpose  of  extending  the  «Vabash  and  Erie  Csnal  from  Ter- 
re  Haute  to  the  Ohio  rive;*,  and  on  the  22d  of  Mev  last  a 
convention  of  the  friends  of  trie  Csnal  v;cs  held  st  the  latter 
place,  to  consult  ucon  the  proper  dispositions  of  the  lands, 
and  the  practlcablty  therewith  of  completing  its  construction.  • 

We  have  before  us  an  a adopted  by  that  convenion  con- 

taininj^-  tneir  prooosition  the  orincioal  one  of  vrt.ich  is 
th:  t  the  St£.te  shall  proceed  to  torrow  the  sum  of  one 
million  two  iiundred  and  seventy  six  thousand,  three  hundred 
dollars,  and  keep  t.ie  lands  for  tl-.r  use  in  the  market, 
this  sun  being  the  estimated  cost  of  the  extension. 

The  arguments  of  the  address  are  clanlble  (sic)  at  first 
view,  but  we  confess  have  failed  to  convince  us  of  their 
propriety.   The  projectors  of  tne  Canal  never  th-ught  of 
extending  it  to  the  Ohio  River,  as  is  sufficiently  evident 
from  its  name  of  Wabash  and  Erie,  that  the  head  of  steamboat 
navigation  never  heving  been  found  on  the  Wabash,  public  opi- 
nion has  end  we  believe  correctly, only  leg- 

timate  ter.nc  nation  is  in  Ohio,   The  struggle  beti-jeen  the 
friends  o  the  river,  and  those  of  the  canal,  w.^  s  long  and 
ardent;  but  the  latter  finally  trumped  and  obtained  the 

aonation  of  lend.   The  next  thing  to  be  done  is  to  obtain  the 
circulating  medium  where  with  to  carry  on  operations,  and 
this  was  the  object  of  the  convention. 

In  our  humble  opinion  the  convention  overated  botn  the 
value  of  the  lands  donsved,  and  the  importance  of  the  extension. 


When  it  is  considered  that  these  lands  lie  in  the  oldest 
uistrict  in  its  3ts.te,  and  have  been  thirty-  ye- rs  in  market, 
at  ten  snilllngs  an  acre,  without  finc.ing  a  purchaser ,  it 
is  comparstively  valueless.   We  d.ubt  much  whether  they  would 
be  V. ©"-"th  fifty  cents  an  cere,  and  for  the  Stateto  attempt 
to  speculate  in  them,  would  be  ab'ut  equal  to  the  Soap 
Factory  bubble,  and  other  fancy  operations  of  a  by-gone  day. 
At  this  estimate,  the  State,  would  be  minue  800,000  dollars, 
and  this  sum  is  to  be  added  to  a  debt  v/hich  has  already 
parelyaed  "ur  energies,  crushed  our  enternrise,  ^nd  covered 
us  v'ith  dishonor — The  speculation  of  the  convention  can 
never  be  realized — it  is  uopeless. 

We  confess  to  a  '-/arm.  friendship  for  the  Cf^nal,  end  wold 
(sic)  gladly  see  it  comoleted,  but  we  doubt  much  whether  that 
portion  below  Terre  Hpute  will  ev^r  pay  fne   int-^rest  upon 
the  cost  of  its  construction.   There  ere  too  many  outlets 
for  the  trade  ana  produce  of  tne  country,  for  the  canal  to 
monopolize  the  business  to  any  exient.  (sic)  The  river 
on  one  side,  and  the  Madison  Rail  Road  on  the  other,  will 
of  course,  divide  the  busine^^s  of  the  country,  and  it  is  not 
to  be  hc-oed  that  the  Wabash  and  ii^rie  can  successfully  compete 
with  the  Oh: o  canal  from  Cleveland  to  Portsmouth,  or  the 
Miami  canal  from  Toledo  in  Cincinnati.   There  is  but  one 
Queen  city  on  the  Oh'o,  r.nd  there  never  v/ill  be  another. 

She  already  commands  a  large  roportion  of  tne  on 

the  river,  and  will  continue  to  do  so,  andit  would  require 

a  super-human  exe. tion  to  divert  the  trace  from  that  diannel. 
We  doubt,  indeed,  v:het]ier  it  v/ould  be  oossible  for  the 

State  to  effect  this  lose,  even  vrith  the  backing  cf  80C-  000 


acres  of  culled  lands,  but  if  she  could  do  so,  we  feel  it 
our  duty  to  .:rot6st  most  solemnly  fgainst  it.   Our  deot  is 
already  too  large,  and  no  visonary,  apeculative  schemes 
should  ever  induce  us  to  add  a  dollar  to  it.   We  are  already 
unaDle  to  pay  our  annual  interest,  and  nov  tnera  could  \\e 
pay  seventy  thousand  dollars  more  per  annum?   It  is  a  pro- 
Dlem  v,'e  cannot  solve,  nor  shall  vie  attempt  it. 

We  say  to  our  Legislature   De  ware  how  you  add  a  feather 
to  the  burden  slreedy  imposed  uoon  tne  people,  andfrom  wnat- 
ever  source  comes  a  :roposltion  to  add  a  dollar  to  your  deDt, 
weigh  it  well  in  a.ll  its  he;  rings  and  act  as  you  shall 
cnswer  to  your  constituents.  (,  sic) 


Fort  Wayne  Sentinel 
Saturday,  November  29,  1845 


St.  Mary' s  Feeder 

The  Legislature  at  its  last  session,  D?ssed  an  act 
directing  a  survey  for  an  ar^ditlonal  feeder  on  the  sumnit 
l-^vel  of  the  'sVabash  and  Erie  Canal,  and  also  for  one  to 
be  introduced  below  Logansnort.   Capt.  Cleveland,  an  exper- 
ienced Emrineer  frorn  Ohio,  was  anriointed  to  this  service. 
He  has  Just  coDDleted  the  surve;^  of  the  ^t.  Mary's  Feeder, 
extending  from  Muldoon'e  Mill  to  this  city.   The  c"'istance 
is  tv;elve  miles,  and  the  route  favorable. 

The  nec-=.^sity  for  an  additional  supply  of  vrater  en  this 
level,  was  early  forszean,    und.   the  plan  orii^-lnally  contem- 
plat'^d  for  procuring  it,  was  by  neans  of  a  rec^rvfflir  o   the 
A:;oite.   The  l^t.  ^'^ary's  was  not  fc-x^merly  tulian  into  con- 
siic^ation  as  a  source  for  an  additional  supply,  for  the 
reason  that  during  the  suraner  anr  fall,  v:hen  the  supply 
was  needed,  that  stream  was  usually  very  low,  Sc   unable  to 
afford  it.   Since  the  construction  of  tbe  Great  Reservoir 
hovrever,  near  the  town  of  St.  Mary's,  on  the  head  waters  of 
this  river,  from  the  le&kage  of  that  great  artificial  basin 
or  from  some  other  cause,  the  St.  Mary's  haC,  becor;.e  more  dur 
able  affording  a  good  sup  ly  of  water  through  the  season. 
A  Feeder  from  this  stream  has,  Therefore,  been  suggested  as 
a  substitute  for  the  Aboite  reservoir.   Whether  the  in- 
creased quantity  of  wate.-"  now  afforded  by  the  St.  Mary's 
can  be  relied  u-non,  or  whether  it  1?   liable  to   e  cut  off 
by  the  action  of  Ohio,  ve  are  not  informed;  this  will, 
of  course,  be  satisfactorily  ascertainec'  before  the  work  is 


commenced.   As  the  Ohio  nertion  of  the  W.  &  R.  csnal,  ex- 
tending- from  the  State  line  to  the  Junction,  Is  dependent 
u-oon  this  summit  for  a  supr^ly  of  water,  there  Is  little 
doubt  but  an  arrangement  mipht  be  effected  ^-'ith  Ohio,  ^by 
which  its  continuance  woul3  be  secured;  and  if  tliis  could  not 
be  done,  we  are  informeci  that  the  location  for  a  reservoir 
upon  the  St.  Mery's  is  cuite  as  favorable  as  that  UDon  the 
Abolte.   Sesides  this,  the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  former  are  very  anxious  to  have  the  Feeder,  so  -nuch 
so  that  they  are  willing,  we  learn,  to  take  the  r^^servoir 
with  it  If  n^ceHsary;  xvhlle  those  on  the  A';oite  are  very 
hostile  to  the  T)roJected  ira-nrov^ment  beinp-  located  In  their 
neigchborhood. 

A  navigable  F'^'^der  extending  from  this  town  to  Mul- 
doon's  Mill  would  be  a  great  convenience  to  the  enter'orislnBr 
citizens  in  that  vicinity,  and  also  to  those  in  a  ^^onsider- 
able  T^art  of  Adams  county.   It  would  be  a  great  inniry  to 
to  the  valuable  mill  ■orivilee-es  of  Mr.  E'rownino-  and  Mr. 
Fairfield,  for  which  com-pensation  would  hs-'^e  to  be  made,  but 
that  would  be  a  trifle  when  comnaredi  with  the  -lenef  its  that 
might  be  exnect^d  to  flow  from  the  work.   This  Feeder,  when 
constructed,  vrlll  nrobably  emr)ty  into  the  basin  '•'^est  of 
Ewing'e  warehouse. 

That  some  measures  should  be  imaediately  adot^ted  to 
■orocur'^  an  additional  siDnly  of  water  on  this  summit,  se°ms 
manifest  to  all  who  have  naid  anv  attention  to  the  subject. 
It  is  the  invarlanle  lax^  of  all  streams  that  they  fail   sooner 


as  the  reprions  of  country  which  they  respectively  araln 
become  cleaned  nx),    and  the  thousands  of  little  channels  and 
rills  from  v/hlch  they  are  fed   are  cleared  of  the  obstruct- 
ions from  high  water  to  low  become  greater  and  more  sudden, 
as  the  facilities  for  the  water  to  drain  off  ouickly  are 
increased.   This  fact  is  more  -oarticularlv  observable  in 
level  countries,  like  our  own,  than  in  hilly  or  m:mntsinous 
ones;  it  has  ^^een  v<=ry  remarkable  in  Olio  and  I'iestern  New 
York.    In  both,  multituces  of  mill  seats  and  other  water 
privileges,  th-t  were  valuable  in  the  early  settlement  of 
those  countries,  have  become  comnaratively  worthless  from 
the  cause  we  have  alluded  to.   It  is  a  well  known  fact  that 
the  St.  Jo.  has  been  gradually  failing  from  year  to  year, 
and  that  it  is  not  the  same  stream  that  it  was  x;hen  the  canal 
was  construct-d.   Hence  the  Inadequacy  of  water,  an'^  the 
necessity  for  a  supply  from  some  other  source. 

Every  available  drop  of  water  has,  for  a  lone*  time, 
been  turned  into  the  canal;  while  for  the  last  two  we'=ks, 
it  has  been  too  low  for  the  passage  of  heavily  loaded  boats, 
and  yet,  durinfr  that  time  no  water  hf.s  been  drawn  off  by  the 
mills,  and  only  fi-'^e  or  six  boats  per  day  have  passed,   ■l^'hen 
the  fell  business  commence?  we  hardly  knov;  how  nevig-t  tion 
will  be  maintained  at  all.   The  best  remedy,  whatever  it  may 
be  should  be  resorted  to,  and  that  sneedily  the  purpose 
of  these  remarks  being  to  call  public  attention  to  the  subject. 
Last  summer,  it  will  be  recollected,  as  well  as  this,  there 
was  much  complaint  from  the  Boat  interest,  and  it  was  that  vhich 
led  to  the  survey  of  the  new  Feeder. 

Fort  Vv'ayne  Tiilies  &  Press August  22,  1BU6 


CIRCULAR 

To  the  holders  of  Indiana  bonds  In  the  United  States 
relative  to  the  Indiana  debt.  ' 

Sir: — Katinp-  acted  in  behalf  of  a  large  body  of  the 
holders  of  Indiana  bonds,  in  EuroToe,  under  the  direction  of 
a  commi  +  tee  in  London,  whose  names  apr>ear  to  the  resolutions 
hereto  apnended,  in  a  negotiation  with  th^  State  authorities 
for  the  T^ayment  of  the  bonds  held  by  them,  and  a  law  having 
bppn  -oassed  by  the  legislature  making  nrovlsions  for  the 
payment  of  the  r)ubllc  ce  t  of  the  State,  as  the  r^rinciples 
therein  exnreseed,  anr  which  has  received  the  assent  of  t'e 
Darti^s  in  London  to  whom  it  has  be^^n  submitted,  at  their 
request  I  address  the  holders  of  bonds  in  the  United  State, 
and  invite  their  co-op-^i-a-^  ion  in  the  steps  necessary  to  be 
taken  to  secure  the  befit  of  the  law  in  question. 

The  design  of  the  lax^r  is  to  secure  the  -oayment  of  the 
entire  amount  ofthe  -orlnclpal  and  Inter-est  of  bonds  of  the 
State  nov7  outstanding.   This  result  is  nrovided  for  the  ex- 
tent  of  one  half,  b  means  of  revenue  to  be  derived  fro-i 
taxation,  and  for  the  other  half,  by  means  of  the  nros-nerty 
and  revenues  of  the  Wabah  and  Eire  Canal,  and  which  a::^e  to 
be  entered  in  trust  for  that  riurpose.   The  law,  as  was  first 
introduced  by  the  committee  of  the  legislature,  r)rovided 
for  the  payment  of  two  and  a  half  ner  cent,  interest  on 
the  entire  account  of  nrlnclnal  of  the  bonds  from  taxation,  fi 
and  the  other  half  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  Ccnal,  and 
the  first  section  of  t^e  bill  was  framed  with  this  view. 
In  the  subsequent  action  ur)on  it  'y  the  legislature,  it  was 


It  was  so  attended  at  to  reserve  to  the  State  the  right  of 

dividing  the  -orln  iioal  of  the  debt,  an^"  transferring  one 

half  of  It  also  to  the  ^anal.   It  se^'ms  to  he  conceded  that 

the  d^bt  will   e  admitted  agreeably  to  this  rirovislon  or"  the 

bill,  and  that  the  first  issue  of  the  new  stock  should  be  in 

conformity  with  it,  in  order  to  slmr/lify  the  -olan,  and  avoid 

the  unnecessary  expense  and  inconvenience  which  would  be 

involved  in  rendering  it  necessary  to  make  two  separate  issues 

of  stock  materially  different  in  .    The  London  committee, 

in  their  resolutions,  have  recognized  and  assented  to  this 

•Drinclr)le  of  the  bill,  and  I  ha -e  therefore  assumed  it  as 

a  basis  of  the  -nres-^nt  exposition. 

January  1,  18^?.    Principal 

of  debt.  Sll,000,900 

Interest  from  1st  January, 

I8i<.l  to  1  Jan.  16^7,  six 

years,  at  5  ver   cent   is  3,327,000 


1st  Jan.  18^+7.   Total  debt.         $1^^,^^17,900 
One  half  of  it  is  to  be  nrovided  by 
taxation,  viz: 

One  half  lorincipal,  $5,5^5,000 

One  half  the  interest,  1,663,500 


t7,?08,50' 


Separate  certificates  of  stock  will  Issued  for  tv-e 
orinci-nal  and  Interest  above  stated. 

Certificates  given  for  the  Torirclpal  wil'  bear  Interest 
at  five  -ner  cent  per  annum  from  and  after  1st  Jan.   18^7, 
of  which  four  r)er  cpnt  ner   annum  will  )e  paid,  up  to  1st  Jan. 


1853,  in  which  last  date  the  remaining  one  percent  will  be 
■bunded  in  certificates,  then  to  be  e-iv^n  for  it,  and  there- 
after full  inter  St  will  be  Dald  on  the  prlncitial.   Certicl- 
cates  p-lven  for  the  back  Interest  and  for  the  deficiency  for 
interest,  vxill  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  two  and  a  half 
T?er  cent,  from  and  aft'=  ■■  1st  January,  1853. 

The  other  half  is  to  be  transferred  to,  and  charged  upon 
the  Wabash  and  Erie  ^anal,  that  is  to  say: 

One  half  of  r>ri.  clnal,       ^5,5^5,000 
One  half  of  interest,         1,66?, 500 


17,208,500 
Separate  certificates  of  ^anal  stock  ''-ill  Issued  for 
the  -Drinclpal  and  Interest  above. 

T>-e  certif leaf  es  for  principal,  ')earlnr  five  rier  cent 
interest,  from  and  efter  1st  January  18^7,  and  the  cei^ti'^icates 
issued  for  -he  interest,  and  denominated  "Special  Stock," 
to  dravr  inter- st  ft  the  rate  of  five  "oer  cent,  from  and  after 
1st  January,  1853.   Deficiencies  of  Interest  acruinp-  fsic) 
bet'-'een  1st  January,  I8^7and  1st  January,  1853,  (in  conse- 
quence of  the  re"  anus  of  the  canal  not  ■)pin?-  sufficient 
to  cover  the  full  amount,)  will  be  funded  also  in  the 
latter  date  in  stock,  -earing  five  oer  cent  Interest. 
For  the  payment  of this  entire  sum,  ($7,208,500.) 
T^rlncl-nal  and  Interest,  the  Wabash  and  Erie  *^anal,  torpther 
with  its  lands  and  reven-jec,  f  re  to   e  vested  in  turee 
trustees,  two  of  whom  sre  to  be  ap'oointed  by  the  su  scribers 
to  the  advance  for  comole'eing  the  Canal,  and  one  by  the 
State.   The  :Lc.jcrity  of  the  trustees  govern. 


The  Wabash  and  Erie  ^anal  expends  from  Toledo  at  the  hesd 
of  Lake  Erie,  In  the  State  of  Ohio,  southwesterly  throuph  the 
State  of  Indiana,  to  Evansvil'e,  on  the  0'  io  river,  and  will 
be  (vrhen  finished  throug-hout  its  entire  lenght)  four  hundred 
and  fifty  «='ip'ht  and  threp  eights,  , miles  in  len  th,  of  --hlcli 
elfhty-four  miles  of  the  eastern  end  are  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  the  resident,  being  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  and  three-eights  miles,  1p  in  the  St.  te  of  Indiana,  and 
the  t-irot)erty  of  the  State,  to  be  vested  as  above. 

There  remain  two  hundred  miles  to  be  flnishec'  from 
Covington  to  Evansvllle,  on  the  Ohio  river  -^n  '-'hich  -nart 
about  $1,?00.000  have  been  exDended  by  the  State,  and  con- 
sin  erable  -nortions  of  >rhich  are  finished.   It  '.-'ill  , 

according  to  the  estimate  made  'oy  Jesse  L.  "Williams  ,  ^.  A. 

Faunteroy  and  W.  J.  ,  Engineprs  of  established  refutation 

the  farther  sum  of  ^^2,010,000  to  -"^inish  the  entire  Canal. 

To  cover  this  emount,  the  State  is  to  transfer  to  the 
trustees  certain  lands  and  r>ro-oprty  vxhich  have  been  heretofore 
donated  by  ConE-ress  to  the  St'  te  for  thc.t  Durnose,  that  is 

to  nine  hundred  and  3lxty-thre'=>  thousand   thre-^  hundrpd 

and  twenty-six  acres  o-  land  Ivlng  adjoining  to,  and  in  the 
nelghborho-^d  of,  the  ^anal,  and  o-f"  v^lch  the  l&.r-'^st  -^rotion 
has  leen  splected  ^rith  the  utmost  calns,  under  the  personal 
suTjervision  of  Gov.  ^'^.■hltc  mb.   There  is  a  balance  due  the 
State  nn  contracts  for  lands  sold  east  of  Tlr^xeoanoe  (and 
fo>^  the  T-'ayment  of  which  the  land  itself  is  held)  outstanding: 
to  the  amount  of  "^2^^^,  7''-l,  bearing  six  r,»r  cen-  interest, 
and  on  which  ~he  -nurchasers  are  entitl'^d  to  a  further  cr'=dit, 


If  they  desire  it,  of  five  --ears  from  18^1-7,  on  nayin^  the 
interest  a.nnually ^  in  ac'vanc-^. 

The  value  of  tbe  above  -nroperty,  ziz:  the  and. 

contracts,  is  carefullv  estimated,  at  this  time,  at  i:1l,408, 9^8. 
The  com-oletion  n^  the  Canal  will  rive  additional  valu«  to 
all  th-p  and  remaining  on  hand;  and  it  is  necessary  to 
finsih  th'^'  canal  to  make  it  fully  available,  in  a  source 
of  re^'pnue. 

There  are  two  modes  T)ror)Osed  to  finish  the  ^anal. 
The  first  is  by  cash  means  alone. — The  second  by  a  cash  advance 
eoual  to  one  third  or  one  half  of  the  estiraater  cost,  uslnp 
the  rpvenues  of  the  canal  P.nd    the  nroceeds  of  the  lands  or 
the  lands  themselves,  for  the  balance.   The  latter  mode 
is  -o-o-oosed  anc  ex-oected  to  be  adopted. 

It  is  not  dou  ted  that  contracts  for  the  work  may  be 
mare,  -oayable  ■oartly  in  cash  and  -oartly  in  land,  at  its  fair 
at>nraised  value.   The  money  to  be  a-^vanced  as  the  work  nro- 
gresses  and  the  land  to  be  conveyed  to  the  contractors  when 
the  work  is  finlsh-^d.   An  ex-nerienced  and  responsible  con- 
tractor oropoees  to  take  the  contract  for  the  com-nletlori 

of  tl'e  entire  Canal  from  Coving-ton  to  Evansville  of the 

four  years  limited  by  the  act,  at  the  estimated  cost,  with 
a  cash  advance  of  ^600,000  to  be  r^aid  one  third  th.p  first, 
one  third  the  second,  and  one  sixth  each  of  the  last  years; 
and  to  reioly  on  the  tol-s  of  the  '^anal,  and  the  -nroceeds 
of  the  lands  for  the  entire  balance. 

The  Canal  is  reouired  to  be  finished  within  four  years 


from  the  time  the  qct  tahes  effect.   The  net  revenues  of  tlie 
Canal  cLurlng  that  nerlcd  of  five  years  (iPA?  to  IP51)   will 
amount  to  ^?33,700,  Irving  atout  *510,00''^  (after  payinp;  the 
interest  anually  on  the  cash  advance  as  -nro-ided  for  by  the 
law  at  six  -oer  cent.)   to  be  realized  from  the  lands,  and  "he 
deh-rs  nov:  due  for  land,  durinp  the  neriod  of  construction, 
in  order  to  cover  the  whole  cost. 

(He  --e  follcT:^s  an  explana'  ion  of  the  subscription  reauired 
from  the  Bondholders  to  finish  the  Wabash  canal.) 

If  the  act  takes  effect  'iy  the  fillinp:  ut)  of  the  subscrlD- 
tlon,  tlis  bondholders  v.'ill  then  receive  from  the  State  2 
•ner  cent  -n^r  annum  -^n  the  entire  •principal  of  their  -^onds, 
or  ^  rier  cent  on  one  half,  to  be  oaid  by  taxation,  commencing: 
the  half-^^early  r^aymentG  on  the  Ist  July,  1847,  up  to  January 
IP53,    and  thereafter  two  and  a  half  -ner  ce  t  on  the  whol^,  or 
5  ner  cent,  on  half,  besides   h=  annual  dividends  from  the 
revenue  of  the  Canal  as  above  stated. 

The  re-enues  of  the  Canal,  by  the  terms  of  the  law, 
(from  and  after  the  1st  January  184?,)  are  to  be  ap-^lied-- 
first   to  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  money  sdvanc^d 
to  fl'lsh  it  —  second,  to  the  nayraent  (as  far  as  they  will  c-o) 
of  f-e  interest  falling-  du*^  after  January,  184?,  vr,on   the 
bonds  held  by  the  subscribers  to  th-  advanc5--thlrd ,  to  the 
Tiayment  in  full  of  the  back  Interest  charpred  upon  the  canal, 
accruirp-   ■rlor  to  first  January,  18^7,  and  for  which  the 
parties  hold  "Special  Stock,"  with  5  "oer  c-nt,  interest 
thereon,  above  s-necifled,  first  •naylnr'  the  S-.coial  Stock 
held  oy  the  subscribers. 


It  -Dercelved  that  the  hack  Interest  and  deficiencies  of 
interest  on  the  State' f  half  of  the  r-rincipal  ,  is  to 
be  found  in  stock,  bearing  two  and  a  half  --'er  cent  interest 
from  and  after  1st  January  1853* 

The  reruced  rate  at  which  this  nortion  of  the  arrears 
of  interest  is  to  b-  funded,  '.ras  found  to  be  indisDensable, 
ii,  order  to  bring  the  amount  of  interest  to  be  annuallv 
on  the  -Dublic  debt,  from  and  after  Janua -y,  IP 53,    within 
the  ability  an-"  resrurces  of  the  State.   To  rirovide  for  the 
liabilities  of  the  St  te  upon  this  basis,  a  lav;  ras  -rassed 
by  the  last  legislature  fixing  the  State  tax  at  two  and  a 
half  mills  on  the  dollar,  (  or  t-'^enty-f ive  cents  on  the 
hundred  dolla'S,)  resides  a  t:>o11  "ax  of  severty-five  cnets. 
The  mill  tax  is  calculated  to  OT^erate  uoon  a  fair  ano  actual 
valuation  of  the  entire  nroioerty  of  the  State,  real  and 
■nersonal,  and  the  '^ntire  -oroce^ds  will  be  reoMired,  top-ether 
vrith  the  r^roce^ds  of  t  e  r^oll  tax,  to  enable  the  State  to 
meet  it  obligations  accordinp-  to  the  -nrovisions  of  the  bill, 
as  fbove  set  forth.   Tbe  State  expenses  are  restricted 
for  a  neriod  of  15  -^ears  ,  (ur)  to  i860  inclusive,)  to  :>.   very 
small  annual  su;a. 

The  tax  reouireo  to  r>r*ovide  for  the  first  semi  annual 
T^ayraent  (1st  July,  184?)  is  now  oping  assessed,  and  will 
be  collected  the  ensuing  fall  and  winter.   If  from  any  cause 
there  sh  uld  ne  a  deficiency  in  the  current  revpn\ies  of  the 
State  whereby  they  should  at  any  ti^ie  be  unable  to  m-^et  the 
interest  {k   "oer  cent)  between  January,  18^7,  and  January, 
1653,  such  deficiency  is  -orovided  to  be  i^ald  at  the  latter 
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date,  in  cash,  with  six  r>er   cent  interest  add^d  from  the  time 
it  should  have  been  r^aid.   S^ch  contingency  it  is  beleived, 
could  only  happen  from  one  of  ti-'o  Cf-:uses,  viz:  first,  from 
an  unexpected  and  uneaual  'eduction  in  the  assessed  value 
of  T)roT5erty  in  sOiTie  counties  of  the  State,  and  which  min-ht 
reo\)ire  legislative  action  to  correct  it;  or,  second,  frora 
the  unexpected  -^ayment  in  anv  one  year,  of  a  Isrper  portion 
of  the  re-^enue  in  State  Scrip,  now  out  landing,  than  is 
estimated  by  the  Adulter  of  St.  te,  in  which  event  the  defi- 
ciency wo'Jld  fpll  upon  and  be  made  uo  by,  the  revsnueof  the 
su-^eedlng  years. 

The  amount  of  Stcte  Scrip  outstanding,  and  receivable 
on  the  face  of  it  for  taxes,  and  for  which  no  other  -nro- 
vislon  is  made  or  cfn  be  made  for  its  Payment;  Is  $638,^^35 
which  Is  expected  to  be  absorved  entirely  out  of  State  re- 
venues, between  lFM-7  and  1853,  and  allowance  for  which  had 
to  be  made,  and  therefore  the  State  could  only  provide  for 
the  T^ayment  of  4  ^er  ci=nt,  interest  on  the  one  half,  as  above, 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  if  th-^  subscription  be  not 
made  by  the  first  of  January,  iB^t-?;  and  10  per  cent  paid  into 
the  hands  of  the  trustees;  th'^  law  will  expire,  and  the 
bondholders  will  be  left  as  if  it  had  not   een  passed,  with 
the  exceptlo  of  the  effect  to  be  -nroduced  'y  the  rejection 
of  the  measure,  which  it  is  presumed  the  American  bondholders 
will  fully  understand.   I  canr.ot  urc^f   upon  you  too  strongly 
the  importance  of  aiding  to  fill  up  the  subscription,  and 
thereby  encourage  and  strengthen  the  State  in  her  efforts  to 
redeem  her  credit.   If  the  plan  be  adopted  it  is  confidently 
believed  that  the  entire  amouvt  of  principal  and  interest  of 


the  bonds  will  be  abundantly  secured  and  ultimately  T>ald 

CHARLES  BU^_LER. 


Fort  Wayn^  Times  &   Press 
September  IQ,  I8k6 


Ri-TE   OF  TOLL 
FOR  THE  WABASH  AND  ERI^  CAi'AL,  IN  IHE  STATES  OF  OKIO  AND 
INDIAN^,  FROl'L  .  ND  AFTER  THE  lOTH  OF  SEPTEMBER,  1846. 


On  each  1.  '"'00  -rounds .  and  In  the  same  ^ro-portlorx  for  a 
prreater  or  legser  >relp-ht  '• 

1.  Of  ale,  aprrl cultural  Implements,  .-nimals, 
(d02i'='stlc,  )  Deans,  bread,  beer,  b^ee-'.^ax  'oristles, 
cheese,  crackers,  cotton  ba -gring,  cordl^ffe,  cotton 
In  bales,  coo'pers'  f-rare,  car-nenters '  ,  and  ioipers' 
-•'or-v,  c  rriapes,  candles,  (of  tal  ov  or  lard,)  egrc, 
flax,  fruit,  ('i^rled  U.  S.,)  p-inseng,  hemp,  hldec, 
horns,  £:nd    'l-os,  hair,  hams,  lime,  (hydraulic,) 
manilia,  nelt,  marble  d^ist,  nuts,  (U.  ^.,)    oil,  (of 
western  lard,)  r-eee,    -nrovlsions,  (calt  and   r-sh,) 
■not  and  -oearl  -  shes,  'oorter,  oalm  leaf,  -notters' ware, 
pitch,  rosin,  rags,  seers,  (domestic,)  salerotus, 
(•western,)  salts  of  ley,  (blach  and  rhlte,)  sumach, 
shins  of  domestic  animals,  sleds  and  sleighs,  saddle- 
trees, starch,  ('-^estprr.,  )  tallow,  tails,  (cattle,) 
tar,  vinegar,  wook,  '■'■o   dware,  (western,)  wagons: 

For  PEch  mil°  not  exceeding  100,  8  mills 

For  each  -ile  in  addition,  6  mills 

2,  B-sef,  butter,  bacon,  brooms,  broom  handles,  broom 
'^orn,  barley,  flour,  lard,  -nork,  soa-n,  tobacco   (rot 
manufactured  ,)  -'-eat,  "Whiskey,  and  high  -ines: 

For  ^i-ch  mile  not  exceeding  100,  7  mills 

For  ea-h  mile  in  addition,  6  mills 


bio  .-nc,  clzzl'.c,    leathers,  flags,  (for  r^h&ir 


bG-irtoins,)  '-ot,b,     (western,)  household  furniture,  (aCGo:.;- 
panied  by  anc  belonging  to  faiiiilles  :.^lgrf.ting-, )  iron, 
(^-^roug-ht  or  cast,)  Iron  tools,  (weighing  ov^r  five  lbs, 
each,)  leather,  (so'e  or  unfinished,)  rns..rble,  ('^^rought , ) 
machinery,  mechanics'  tccls,  luails,  parser ,..  (wester;;,  ) 
pov;der,  (western,)  snikes* 

For  each  mile  not  exceeding  100,  15  mills 

For  each  mile  in  addition,  10  mills 

^i.   ^:"esh  water  fish  and  salt: 
For  each  mile  not  exceeding  100,  7^  mills 

For  each  mile  in  a.ddition,  5   mills 

5.  Baggage,  domestic  spirits,  (other  than 
vhiskey,)  fur  iture,  (house- old, )  furs,  and  peltries, 
(includinp-  deer,  and  ■)uffalo  enc   bear,)  lead,  (in  ---igs 
or  bars,  ■  "lei-'chandise,  (including  Dr-^  Go  ds,)  hardware, 
cutlery,  crockery,  Kroc^-ries,  not  otherwise  enumerate', 
and  all  article's  not  er^ecified,)  shot  and  steel: 

For  each  .Tiile  not  -xce'^dlnc"  100,  20   mills 

■'"or  each  ml]  e  in  s-ddltlon,  15  mills 

6.  EuckT-rh^at,  bar--els,  (emnty,)  clever,  fruit,  (fresh 
U.  S.)  grindstones,  gy^Fun,  p-r-^ase,  iron,  (-pig  or 

seru-n,  )  T.ec.'^,  '"ats  DOtatoes  and  other  vegetables,  rye, 

shorts  .:.nd  s  Ip  stuffs,  screenings,  tombstones, 

(not  marble,  )  trees,  shru's,  an-?  r^lants,  (living): 

For  each  miln  not  exceeding  100.  6  mills 

For  each  mile  in  adOlticn,  ■'•'•  mills 


7.   Burr   lockv9  and  millstones,  oil,  (linseed 
and  corn.) 

For  e  ch  mile  not  exceeding  IC;),  12  mills 

For  each  mile  in  adt^ition,  6  rullls 

C.   Crockery,  (x^estern:) 
For  e£.ch  mile  not;  exceeding  100,  10  mills 

For  each  mile  in  adr^ition.  5  mills 

9.  Salt,  (coarse  or  rock:) 

For  ef-ch  mile  not  excercing  100,  5  mills 

For  each  :aile  in  ad'^ltlon,  2%  mills 

10.  Corn,  in  Indiana,  3  mills 
Not  to  exce-^d  for  any  distance  in  0-io,              25  cents 

11.  Coffee,  crockery,  (in  cr-tes.)  rlass 
and  glassware,  rr.olasses  and  r'ug.r,  (in  h' ds,  or 

bbls.)  tobacco  (manufactured,)  whlre  lead,  and  'Aest  India 
furits : 

For  each  mile  not  exceeding  5"^,  20  mills 

For  each  mile  iir  addition,  10  mills 

•'^11  articles  enumer&.te3  in  the  OMo  and  Indiana  Toll 
sheets,  which  are  not  provided  for  in  this,  to  he  left  to 
the  control  of  the  Gommissioners  or  Superln  endents  of 
their  resnective  States — 

Provided,  That  the  foregoing  rates  of  Toll  are  to  "be 
charged  o;Tly  on  articles  cleared  in  one  State  and  trans-norted 
into  th*=  other,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Masters  of 
Boats  to  leave  cooies  of  tleir  clearances  v^ith  "ohe  nearest 
Collector  after  crossing  the  State  line,  such  copies  to  be 


obtained  at  the  nearest  office  previous  to  crossing  the 
State  line.   In  determining  the  distance  by  which  the 
rates  of  toll  per  mile  shall  be  ascertained,  the  confu- 
tation shall  be  made  from  the  office  at  which  each  article 
Is  entered  and  cleared. 

All  articles  entered  and  cleared  at  Fort  Wayne,  for  the 
East  end  of  the  canal  In  Ohio,  or  which  shall  arrive  at 
Fort  Wayne  from  the  Ohio,  Wabash  and  Erie,  shall  be  charged 
at  the  rates  of  toll  chargeable  on  the  first  100  miles  for 
the  whole  distance. 

Articles  embraced  In  the  second  section,  If  entered 
anr'    cleared  at  Lafayette,  or  at  any  office  on  the  Wabash 
and  Erie  cnal  South  of  Lafayet-*"e,  between  January  an'^  the 
last  of  June,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  reduction  of  10  per 
cent  on  the  foregoing  rates. 

Adopted  on  the  Dart  of  Indiana. 

S.  FISHER, 


&eneral  Superintendent. 


September  I3,  18^6 


Fort  Wayne  Sentinel 
September  26,  18^6 


ft  i" 


Prices  have  still  a  downward  tendency,  the  extortionate 
rates  demanded  for  freight,  and  the  fact  th.  t  all  wheat  ourchased 
now  will  have  to  remain  on  hand  until  next  spring,  deter  buyers 
from  giving  as  much  as  it  would  otherwise  be  worth.   Wheat  this 
week  only  commands  56$^^  and  we  should  not  be  surorised  if  in 
another  week  or  two  it  would  be  down  to  5^4'. 

That  the  farmers  may  fully  understand  the  cause  of  this 

decline,  we  give  a  statement  of  the  cost  of  transporting  a  bbl.  of 

flour  pnd  bushel  of  wheat  to  New  York. 

Wheat        Flour 
Freight  to  Toledo 

from to  Buffalo       12?^  28$?; 

Buffalo  to  New  York  13jz^        1  06 


From  Fort  V/eyne  to  New  York       6^(/.  1  90 

To  this  must  be  added  wharfage,  storage,  _  c.a.    Toledo,  Buff alp 
and  Albpny,  end  storage  and  commission  at  Nex'J  York.   Flour  hes 
been  carried  from  here  to  New  York  for  95  cents  per  >bl;  the 
r)resent  charges  of  transTDortption  therefore  are  in  effect  the 
same  as  taking  one  dollar  for  every  barrel  shipped,  out  of  the 
nockets  of  the  farmers  and  putting  it  into  those  of  the  trans- 
portation companies. 

Flour,  country,  -oqv   bbl Sp3  25 

Wheat  per  bushel 56 

Corn,  new 20 

old,  shelled 25 

Oats 18  &  20 

Rye 28 

Barley 62 

White  Beans  .  . 


Onions 52 

Potatoes 12  &  18 

Cranberries 75 

Dried  A:)oles 100 

do.  Peaches 1  50 

Cheese  l"b 5?  &  6 

Butter 8  &  10 

Ege:s  dos 8 

Fresh  Pork  lb 2i 


o.   Beef 2&2 


Salt  r,er  bbl    1  62 

Hides,  green    !^  &  3-t 

do  Dry    6 

Toledo,  Oct.  28-  There  is  still  a  disiriclination  to  buy, 
especially  grain,  and  >.'e  (lave  no  sales  to  reoort.   I60  bblc 
Miami  Flour,  and  '+0  bbls  same  brought  $4.   Corn  may  be  quoted 
Ft  30c  and  wheat  6^   &  7'V 

Buffalo,  Oct.  24, — Good  common  brands  of  flour  may  be 
quoted  at  ^4,75  &  4.8?;- -wheat  84  to  87t — and  corn  5052: 

New  York,  Oct.  x3. — The  sales  were  at  S6  &  6.06,  to  the 
extent,  of  4,00'^  bbls,  mostly  for  shipping.   Buyer's  of  grain  are 
low  in  their  offers,  and  the  sales  s.re  limited.   Corn  cannot  be 
quoted  over  75  a  77  for  yellow.   Rye  is  79  a  80.   Sales  20, '"^0  bu 
for  export.   Oats  35  a  37.   No  sale  of  berley.   Sales  4500  bu 
wheat,  (Pennsylvajiia).  at  Si, 30. 

The  Fort  Wayne  Sentinel      Saturday,  October  "^1,  1846 


ST.  MARY'S  FEEDER 
In  our  -Da-per  of  22d  August  last,  we  referred  to  the 
necessity  then  ap-carent  to   :^11  of  an  acldltlcna.1  supply  of 
vater  on  this  sujmlt,  to  meet  the  denands  of  an  Increasing 
navigation.   VJe  then  s-noke  of  the  su-^eriority  of  this  feed- 
er in  every  r£sr;e"t  ov^r  the  Aboite  Reservior,  x.-I'^tlch  had  been 
r.roTioseci  at  an  :~arly  oericd,  provided  the  increase  o"T  water 
in  the  St.  i'iary's  river  could  be  relied  UDon  as  r^ermanent. 
This  Question  is  out  at  rest,  by  a  letter  from  T,  C-.  Bates, 
Esq.,  of  St.  Gary's  to  a  gentleman  of  this  rlace.   Mr. 
Bates  T-^as  for  many  years  the  Acting  Goraraissloner  on  that 
■oortion  of  the  Miami  Canal,  and  is  of  course  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  subject.   Vve  are  -oerraitted  to  make 
the  fol-o^-^ing  extracts  fro-:  his  letter. 

"The  increase  of  v/ater  in  the  St.  M^ry's  rivpr  vrill 
undoubtedly  ■'=■  -oerraanent,  because  it  occurs  from  leaking 
thr  ugh  aqueducts  and  from  -,:aste  *^eirs. 

Any  re  aired  increase  may  be  obtained  at  very  little 
exr>ense  by  raising  the  surface  of  the  Reservior — and  undoubt- 
edly the  Legislature  of  this  State  would  be  willing  to  make 
such  arrangement. 

The  original  rilan  of  our  Reservoir  contem-nlfted  an  area 
(the  TDlan  of  183?)  of  seventeen  thousand  acres,  and  a  denth 
of  about  eight  fe'=t  higher  than  the  nresent  level.   Exper- 
ience has  nrov-d  hovjever  that  the  -present  Quantity  of  water 
is  araT)ly  sufficient  to  sur^-oly  the  canal,  although  it  has 
never  been  raised  more  than  five  feet  above  the  levd  of  the 


Feeder — last  year  the  draft  uT;on  it  only  diminished  it  about 
two  f'^pt.   The  nresent  area  is  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve 
thousand  acres,  but  as  the  State  owns  the  whole  area,  and 
8  8  banks  are  completed  uoon  the  oris-inal  -olan,  the  Quantity 
of  water  may  be  increa.sed  at  Pleasure,  and  at  trifling 
cost.   Two  feet  of  additional  water,  I  think,  would  p-ive  a 
permanent  sutdtdIv  of  5000  cubic  fe'^t  r»er  minute  in  the  St. 
Mary's,  and  I  ro  not  think  it  v/ould  cost  more  than  five 
thousand  dollars  to  effect  :;rour  object.   Observe  that  this 
is  a  very  careless  estimate. 

^he  length  of  canal  which  1-aks  into  the  St.  Mary's 
may  be  set  dovm  as  twenty  miles — there  are  two  adceducts 
some  culverts  and  seve-al  waste  weirs. 

Ihe  East  Bank  of  t  e  Reservoir  is  something  over  tv;o 
miles  in  lengrth.anci  there  is  no  leakage  exceut  through  the 
lock  and  bulkhead.   There  are  no  mil"' s  which  discharge  into 
the  river. 

Your  supposition  with  reo-ard  to  the  cause  of  the  increase 
of  the  water  in  the  St.  Mary's  is  undoubtedly  -nroper  and  Just 
and  accords  with  the  views  ofthose  who  own  mills  imon  the 
river  below  here,  and  with  my  ov^n  o'-servation.   I  ha.ve  no 
shadow  of  doubt  but  the  supply  will  be  -nerm;  nent.   But  the 
suggestion  I  made  above  if  car.-ied  out,  will  make  it  T)erfectly 

sure. 

Your  other  ouestions  I  have  anticipated  as  above,  but 
I  will  state  as  my  opinion,  that  the  Legislature  will  cordially 
pass  an  act  by  which  your  State  may  avail  itself  of  from  one 


to  five  thousand  cubic  feet  of  water  -ner   minute  In  -oerpetulty 
■provided  your  State  ■nays  the  expenses. 

I  have  delayed  sending  the  a^ove  this   ong  In  order 
to  consult  other  Enigineers  and  nersons  acqualnteci  v/lth  the 
capacity  of  our  Reservoir,  as  well  as  to  certain  the  effects 
of  the  drought  unon  it  during  the  -nreBent  season.   The  result 
is  more  favorable  than  that  of  last  y^ar — and  the  o-ninions 
I  have  arivanced  meet  the  apnrobation  of  all  vrith  whom  I 
have  consulted." 

Yours,  resr)ectfully, 
T.  G.  BATES. 


Fort  Wayne  Times  &  Press 
November  21,  18^6 


Receipts  By  Canal  and  Rail-road. --Breadstuffs  and  other 
nroductions  of  the  Interior,  have  loeen  received,  this  session, 
In  quantity  about  double  thst  of  last  session.   This  increase  has 
all  been  by  Canal.   The  Railroad  has  brought  in  less  freight  than 
in  18^5. 

Breadstuff s,  including  Flour,  Wheat,  Corn,  Oats  and  Rye, 
by  Canal  and  Railroad,  amount  to  two  millions,  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-three  thousand  bushels.   If  the  Oats  are  deducted,  the 
Quantity  will  be  something  over  2, 600, 000  "ushels.   This  more 
than  doubles  thst  of  last  year.   Of  lard,  the  receipt  is  within 
a  fraction  of  five  millions  of  pounds.   Bacon  nearly  2,000,000 
Sugar  and  molasses  nearly  as  much.   The  other  leading  items  are 
Tobacco,  Hemp,  Furs,  and  Peltries,  Pot  and  Pearl  Ashes,  Tallow, 
Hogs  hair  and  Feathers,  all  of  which  are  lerge.   Wool  has  more 
than  doubled  since  last  year. 

The  chief  articles  sent  nr)   the  canal  are  merchandise, 
nearly  nine  million  pounds,  Salt  extra-baggale,  Coffee,  Clocks, 
Crockery,  Iron  and  Iron-w;  re.  Shingles  and  Lumber. — 


The  Fort  Wayne  Sentinel  Saturday,  December  12,  18^6 


High  Water 

During  the  -oast  w=ek  the  water  has  been  higher  than 
it  was  evpr  known  to  be  before.   In  1828  it  was  -igher  than 
it  had  Teen  for  fifty  vears  before,  or  since,  until  the 
present  freshet;  "')ut  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  last  it  was  from 
one  to  two  feet  higher  than  it  was  in  that  year.   The  damage 
has  been  immense.   The  whole  lov;  nart  of  the  coutnry  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  St.  Mary's  has  oeen   submerged.   Places  that 
have  heretofore  been  considered  entirely  out  of  the  reach 
of  the  flood,  have  been  inundated,  and  cattle,  hogs,  fences, 
hay  and  wheat  stacks,  corn  and  "^very  thing  that  came  in  its 
range  svre-ot  away  or  destroyed.   Numerous  families  have  been 
driven  from  their  houses  and  comrielled  to  se^k  refuge  in 
flight,  some  of  them  barely  psca-ning  vxlth  their  lives.   V/e 
have  h^ard  of  several  cases  of  great  destitution  and  suffering 
The  bridge  at  Edsall  «  Smith's  mill  was  csrriec  away,  and 
it  v:ay  only  by  the  most  unwearied  exertions  of  our  citizens 
that  the  other  bridges  have  been  saved,  the  vrater  is  now 
falling  rarsidly,  and  in  another  day  rr   two  will  be  again 
within  its  banks;  but  the  scene  where  its  ravages  have  ex- 
tended will  be  one  of  desolation  and  ruin.   But  bad  r s  it 
is,  we  have  not  h-^ard  of  the  loss  of  a  single  human  life. 
There  is  some  consolation  in  that. 

The  ol''  acqueduct  across  the  St.  Mary's  has  at  one  time 
considered  in  p-reat  danger,  but  through  the  untiring  efforts 
of  Mr.  Bird,  the  enp-ineer  in  charge  of  this  -oortion  of  the 
canal,  in  keening  a  strong  force  to  clear  av;ay  the  drift, 


it  was  saved.   The  new  aqueduct,  we  believe,  etood  the  flood 
without  danger. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Jesse  Coles,  the  agent  in 
charge  of  the  three  bridges  nearest  the  city  for  his  sleep- 
less vigilance  in  -orotectinp-  them.   Day  and  night  he  was  on 
the  alert,  with  all  the  force  he  could  muster,  keeping  them 
clear  of  drift.   He  left  his  own  house  surrounded  by  wpter 
as  it  was,  and  at  times  in  much  danger,  to  attend  to  the 
duties  th'.t  had  been  assip-ned  hira  by  the  County  Board. 

To  add  to  the  horrors  of  the  scene,  on  Thursday  last  the 
weather  suddenly  changed  from  morerate  to  intensely  cold, 
and  Thursday  night  was  about  as  coir"  a  nls-ht  as  was  over 
ex-nerlenced  in  this  latitude.  Altogether,  it  was  a  season 
long  to  be  remembered  in  this  region  of  county.   If  a  like 
calamity  has  befallen  the  rest  of  the  State,  as  it  no  doubt 
has,  esr>ecially  in  the  vicinity  of  streams  it  vill  take  a 
long  time  to  recover  from  its  effects. 


Fort  Wayne  Times  Sc   Press 
January  8,  1847 


WHITEWATEF  CANAL. — Accounts  receved  from  various  pin  is  on  the  canal, 
represent  that  the  damage,  though  disastrous,  is  not  irreparable.  Active 
exertions  are  making  along  the  line  in  Indiana  to  raise  means  to  make  tie 
reparis.  Laborers  are  now  abundant,  and  can  be  had  at  low  wages.  Mr. 
Parker,  President  of  the  Corporation,  has  gone  to  Indianapolis,  to 
solicit  the  aid  Oj.  the  Legislature.  The  loss  will  tell  heavy  on  the 
pork  packers  at  Cambridge,  Brookville,  Laurel  and  Onnersville,  as  all  the 
pork  in  that  quarter  will  have  to  be  wagened  to  market.  The  di^mage  on 
the  Ohio  branch  of  the  canal  is  also  large.  The  embankment  near  Harrison, 
which  is  about  20  feet  high,  as  totally  wasbod  away  for  one-third  of  a 
mile.  This  will  have  to  be  rebuilt  and  walled  up.  The  feeder  dam  a- 
cross  the  Whitewater  was  thought  it  could  not  stand.  Should  it  give 
way  the  canal  cannot  be  put  in  use  in  less  than  eiglit  months,  as  it  can 
be  rebuilt  only  in  warm  weather,  and  when  the  water  is  low.  The  em- 
bankment has  also  given  way  in  many  places,  and  it  is  thought  that 
twenty  five  to  tiiirty  thousand  dollars  will  be  required  to  put  the  canal 
in  navgable  order  this  side  the  Indiana  line. 

-^HE  NEW  YORK  TRIBUNE,  JAN.  11,  1847. 
(jma) 


'•■;    .  .  .-     .1 


STILL  LAIEF. — At  Harrison  both  abutments  of  the  dam  were  gone,  and 
also  both  guard>locks  on  the  Whitewater  Canal  and  the  Cincinnati  branch. 
The  dam  was  hourly  expected  to  go.  Fourteen  miles  above  Harrison  the 
guard  locks  of  the  Whitewabr  Canal  were  gone,  and  800  yards  of  embank- 
fflent  had  been  washed  away.  The  reparing  of  the  damage  done  at  these 
two  points,  it  is  said,  will  require  about  three  months'  time.  Not 
much  other  injury  was  done  below  Brookville. 

THE  NEW  YOPK  TPIBINE,   JAN.  11,  1847. 
(jma) 


GREAT  FLOOD  IN  INDIANA.— We  alluded  in  our  paper  of  Saturday  to  the 
great  quantity  of  rain  which  lad  fallen  during  the  two  precediny  days. 
Ibe  waters  have  never  been  known  to  be  so  high  before.  Some  of  the  principal 
streets  of  the  town  were  changed  into  canals  of  rapidly  running  water; 
and  damage  has  been  done  by  the  filling  of  cellars,  &c.     But  the  most 
disastrous  effects  have  occurred  in  West  Indianapolis.  For  the  width  of 
a  mile,  the  whole  is  inundated,  and  the  water  surges  over  the  National 
Road  in  a  raging  torrent.— The  high  grane  of  the  road  has  been  washed 
away  in  some  places,  and  several  houses  have  been  lifted  from  their  foundations 
and  floated  across  the  road  down  stream.  The  east  bank  of  the  river,  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  graveyards,  has  been  washed  away  to  the  extent  of  fifty 
feet  or  more,  and  is  still  wearing  away  rapidly,  and  the  water  is  within 
a  few  feet  of  the  fence  of  the  lower  graveyard. 

The  Canal  is  broken  in  several  places.  The  Aqueduct  over  Fall  creek 
is  either  waslied  away  or  very  much  damaged — reports  being  contradictory. 
The  culvert  at  Pogue's  run  is  entirely  gone,  and  the  run  has  made  a  clear 
breach  through  the  canal  at  that  place.  Immense  quantities  of  the 
canal  banks  are  wasiiing  away  at  other  points. 

We  have  heard  of  families  some  miles  distant  from  town,  wiio  had 
retreated  to  the  roofs  oi  their  houses,  where  they  had  to  remain  for 
some  hours  for  the  want  of  the  means  of  rescue.  Some  are  reported  to 
have  been  drowned,  but  we  are  not  in  possession  of  well  authenticated 
facts  on  the  point. 

Our  worthy  citizen,  Nicholas  McCarty,  will  be  a  great  loser,  as 
he  had  many  thousand  bushels  of  corn  in  the  river  bottom;  but  he  will 
not  lose  his  all  as  many  others  will. 

All  the  inhabitants  of  West  Indianapolis  and  its  vicinity,  with 
a  single  exception;  were  obliged  to  evacate  their  houces  ,  and  in 
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most  instances  before  they  had  time  to  remove  their  effects.  A  large 
amount  of  these  will  be  destroyed  or  greatly  injured;  and  the  sufferers 
are  of  that  condition  least  able  to  repair  the  loss. 

From  the  best  iniormation  we  have  been  able  to  obtain  we  suppose 
that  not  less  than  twelve  inches  of  water,  on  a  level,  fell  during  the 
space  01   forty-eight  hours. 

(Indianapolis  Sentinel,  5th. 

THE  NEW  YOFK  TRIBUNE,  JAN.  16.  1847. 
(jma) 


Early  Canal  Na-'-igstion 
From  the  -nlldness  of  the?  winter  we  supr^ose  that  tv-e 
navigation  on  the  Lake  will  or)en  i-inusually  early  the  comlnp 
s-orlng.   If  this  s}:Ould  be  the  case,  and  the  trifling  re- 
■oairs  required  in  the  canal  between  this  -olace  and  Tolpdo,  be 
comnleted  as  early  as  we  le^.rn  they  will  be,  it  will  become 
a  matter  of  much  im-nortance  to  our  nroduce  -""ealers,  as  well 
ae  merchants  generally,  that  the  Erie  and  Hudson  C'  nal  be 
OT)ened  earlier  than  usual  also.   We  accordingly  find  the 
subject  is  being  agitated  on  the  line  of  that  p-reat  work. 
The  Rochester  (N.  Y.)  Advertiser,  in  aludlnp-  to  this  matter, 
says: 

We  ^mderstand  that  some  of  onr   millers  and  forwarders  ' 
ar^  about  to  urre  unon  the  canal  board  of  the  necessity  of 
opening  the  canals  as  early  as  the  1st  of  April  if  nracticable. 
It  se'=^i!iE  to  us  that  this  is  a  ^rojeC^  worthy  of  very  serious 
consideration  by  those  whose  action  is  to  decide  the  metier. 
The  condition  of  the  starving  millions  of  Europe  is  such 
that  we  ought  to  send  forward  our  surplus  bread  stuffs  with 
the  least  -nossible  delay.   The  farmer  here  is  also  dpenly 
Interested  in  p-etting  his  grain  to  market  as  early  as  it 
can  be  ship-^ed.   This  -olan,  too,  is  tantamount  to  a  tem-porary 
increase  of  the  caT)aclty  of  the  canals,  and  that  fact  should 
not  be  lost  sir-ht  of.   Thp  mass  of  produce  seeking  an  eastern 
market,  wii:  be  immense,  and  every  facility  ought  to  be 
afforded  which  the  nature  of  things  ad-.-its  of.   VJe  hoDe  the 
board  will  be  able — as  we  are  sur^^  they  ^rill  be  willing — 
to  £ret  the  canal  in  navirable  order  some  vreeks  earlier  than  usual. 

Fort  VJayne  Times  &   Press February  27,  l8i|-7 


NEW  Packets. — Daily  mall  on  the  Wabash  and  Erie,  and  Miami 
Canals. — Messrs.  Doyle  &  Dickey,  the  enterprising  proprietors  of 
the  Toledo  and  Cincinnati  packets,  contemplate  rimnlng  a  dally 
line  on  our  canal  the  ensuing  season.  The  packets  for  this  line 
are  on  the  stocks,  and  will  be  ready  to  run  by  the  opening  of 
navigation.   Mr.  Brockway,  who  run  the  trl-weekly  line  from  the 
Junction  to  Lafayette,  last  seaslon,  Is  also  preparing  to  put  a 
sufficient  number  of  new  boats  on  the  canal  to  form  a  dally 
line;  so  we  shall  have  two  dally  lines  this  season. 

Would  It  not  be  advisable  for  the  citizens  of  the  several 
tovms  along  the  line,  to  endeavor  to  have  dally  malls  established 
from  Toledo  and  Cincinnati  to  Lafayette,  to  be  carried  by  the 
packets?  No  part  of  the  Union,  of  equal  commercial  Importance, 
is  so  miserably  accommodated  with  mails  as  we  are.   The  expense 
of  a  daily  line  by  packets  could  not  much  exceed  what  is  now  paid 
for  our  semi  and  trl-w-_ekly  horse  malls,  while  the  receipts  would 
be  largely  increased;  as  it  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  nearly  all 
the  business  men  along  the  canal  lines,  now  send  their  letters  by 
the  pacKets,  as  a  more  speedy  and  certain  mode  than  is  afforded 
by  the  post  office  department.   We  think  if  a  general  and  energetic 
movement  were  made,  at  all  the  business  points  along  these  canals, 
and  a  proper  representation  made  to  the  department,  we  might 
secure  what  we  are  Justly  entitled  to — viz;  mall  facilities  equal 
to  what  the  business  of  the  country  demands,  and  proportionate 
to  those  allowed  in  other  placed.  At  any  rate  it  is  worth  making 
an  effort  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an  object. 

Port  Wayne  Sentinel  Saturday,  March  6,  18^7 


D^ILY  Pr^GKET  LINE. — The  ae-ent  of  the  Brockways  line  of 
packets  h^s  been  in  town  some  days,  making-  arrangements  for 
running  the  line  this  season,  fro:;;  Toledo  to  Kafayette,  daily. 
This  will  be  a  great  accommodation  to  the  traveling  iDublic,  and 
we  hooe  it  may  prove  profitable  to  the  enter orising  proprietors. 
They  h-  ve  procured  several  s-olendid  nevj  bouts  frcn  Rochester  N, 
Y.,  vmich  will  be  -olaced  on   our  C  nal  as  soon  as  they  can  be 
brought  across  the  Lake.   We  find  the  following  notice  of  these 
bo' ts,  and  of  Capt.  Wil^-ie,  I'-ir.  Brockiray's  -oartner,  in  a  late 
number  of  the  Rochester  Advertiser: 

Wi^.Bi.SH  Al^ID  ERIE  C.  NAL. — This  work,  which  is  in  ooeration  from 
Toledo  to  Lafayette,  Indiana  will  be  completed  to  Covington,  on 
the  Wabash  river,  by  the  opening  of  sorinp-  busiress.   It  ivill 
ooen  p-reat  facilities  for  traveling  towards  Nei>r  Orleans  snd  St. 
Louis.   The  Messers  Brockway  of  Brockport,  have  already  established 
a  line  of  boats  upon  the  canal,  and  they  propose  to  increase  their 
operations  this  season.   Ga^t.  Fred  Wilkie,  a  gentleman  well 
knoTm  to  the  traveling  oublic,  is  ex-nected  to  leave  this  vicir  ity 
at  the  opening  of  canal  navigation,  with  a  fleet  of  boats, 
for  the  Wabash  &   Erie  csjial.   He  will  have  the  superintendence 
of  the  nevj  line  in  conterniDlation.   Travelers  who  may  desire  to 
visit  the  west  or  southwest,,  can  go  to  Toledo  by  steamboat,  and. 
thence  by  canal  through  Fort  Wajme,  Pern,  LoganST)ort  and  Lafayette, 
to  Govinrton,  at  the  head  of  steamboat  navigation  on  the  Wabash 
river,  from  xvhich  they  can  desce^id  to  the  Ohio.   The  .lourney 
upon  one  of  Gapt.  I'^ilkie's  packets  vrell  be  as  comfortable  as  could 
be  desired. 

The  Port  Wayne  Sentinel 

^pril  24,  184?     (bm) 


THE  WABASH  AND  ERIE  CANAL  OF  INDIANA— V'e ,  last  wepk,  gavp  an 
account  of  the  organization  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  the 
appointment  by  that  Board  of  Charles  Butler,  as  President,  and 
Jesse  L.  Vililams  as  Chief  Engineer.   Since  then  i-^e  have  been 
favored  with  the  following  interesting-  Darticulnrs  of  the  action 
of  the  Board.   The  Trustees  have  made  a  division  of  a  -oortlon  of 
the  "business  devolving  on  them.   To  Mr.  Butler  1?  assigned  the 
auty  of  attending  to  the  general  financial  affairs,  ana  his  office 
v'ill  be  in  the  city  of  Ne^'  York.   Mr.  Blake,  takes  the  general 
superintendence  of  the  canal,  and  Mr.  P^:-lraer  has  charge  of  the  canal 
lands. 

The  entire  line  of  canal,  vrhen  finished,  placed  under  the 
charge  o:^"  the  Board,  is  about  JP5   miles  in  eKtent,  and  passes 
through  a  region  of  country  scarcely  _qualled  on  this  continent 
for  fertility  of  soil,  pleasantness  of  su  face,  and  t^^mnerature  of 
atmosphere.   Perhaps  there  is  no  ne"  section  in  which  settle- 
ments and  improvements  are  •orogr-Rsing  with  more  vigor. 

The  entire  lin^  of  the  finished  portion  of  the  canal  ext(=-n6e 
from  thi^  State  line  to  Coal  Creek,  in  Parke  county,  nearly  ?0^' 
miles. 

In  order  to  place  this  under  a  more  thorough  and  vigilant 
discipline  and  superl-tendence,  is  divided  into  two  divisions 
east  and  west  from  Lewisburgh  in  Cass  county,  each  of  which  is 
placed  under  the  charge  of  a  superintendent.   Mr.  Stearnes  Fisher, 
the  Dresent  capable  and  faithful  superintendent  of  the  canal, 
was  ap-noint'^d  to  th=  e-- stern  division,  and  Mr.  Chauncy  Carter, 
of  Logansport  to  the  we:-tern  division — and  all  under  the  super- 


vision  and  control  of  Jesse  L.  ^''llllams,  the  Chief  Engineer. 
This  arrangement  secures  for  the  finished  nart  of  the  canal 
the  most  thorough  management. 

In  regard  to  the  unfinished  Dart  of  the  canal,  from  Coal 
Creek  to  'vansvill-,  on  the  Ohio  River,  about  186  miles,  steps 
were  taken  by  the  Board  to  enter  immediately  ur>on  the  work  of 
construction.   Notice  will  soon  be  given  of  thp  lettlngs  of  the 
first  division,  extenr^inp  from  Coal  Creek  to  Terre  Haute  about 
^0  mil'^8.   Mr.  V/illiam  J.  Pall,  of  Terre  Haute,  was  appointed 
Resident  Engineer,  and  vill  be  placed  In  the  imii'^c^iate  charge 
of  the  const  motion  of  the  '-rork. 

The  Board  established  two  land  offices,  one  at  Lafayette, 
in  the  northern  i^art  of  the  State,  and  the  other  at  Washington, 
in  Daviess  county  in  the  southern  nart  of  the  State. 

John  W.  ^A'right,  Esq.,  late  President  Judge,  received  the  appoini- 
ment  of  Clerk  of  the  office  at  Washington. 

The  land,  subj«=ct  to  s&le  at  these  offices,  amounts  to 
ne?rly  a  million  of  ac^es,  and  will  be  sold  on  h    credit,  or  for 
cash,  s.B   may  be  prescribed  by  the  Board,  and  at  low  rates,  the 
highest  rate  being  fixed  by  the  law  at  -''2.50  per  ?-cre.   As  they 
lie  contiguous  to  the  line  of  canal,  they  will  fu'^nlsh  a 
desirable  field  for  nurchase  by  emigrants  who  wish  to  convert 
labor  on  the  canal  into  land. 

The  G-eneral  office  of  the  Tr-ste'=s  is  established  at  Terre 
Haute,  and  all  communications  to  the  Trustees  are  required  to 
be  addressed  to  "The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Wabash  &  Erie 
Canal,  at  Ter-e  Haute." 


We  may  safely  conprratulate  all  interested  in  this  preat  vrork, 
that  its  management  has  fallen  into  bands  so  capable.   'nder  such 
conduct  this  canal  can  scarcely  fail  to  become  one  of  the  most 
profitable  ^'orks  yet  nade ,  or  comrenced  in  the  United  States. — 
Toledo  Blade! 


The  Fort  Wayne  Sentinel 

July  3,  IP'^^7 
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WABASH  AND  ERIE  CANAL 

We  are  gratified  in  stating,  (says  the  Terre  Haute 
Express)  that  navigation  en  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal, 
hac  been  opened  as  far  south  as  Lodi — the  month  of  C08-I 
creek,  on  this  great  State  v^ork.   The  Canal  boat.  Planet, 
reached  Lodi  from  Toledo,  on  the  27th  ult : ,  and  marks 
another  era  in  the  history  of  the  progress  of  this  Canal. 
This  lower  division  of  the  Canal,  from  Ccvingt6n  to  Ccal 
creeli,  raaliing  fourteen  miles,  has  been  finished  and 
brought  into  use  slr.ce  the  Car.al  passed  into  the  ha.nds 
and  under  the  charge  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  brings 
Canal  navigation  to  a  -ooint  only  thirty  six  miles  north 
of  this  TDlace,  and  froa  that  pclxit  to  Terre  Haute,  the 
'./hole  line  Is  under  contract,  and  the  vork  in  progress. 
In  this  connection  we  may  state,  that  c   larfe.e  number  of 
additional  laborers  could  find  work  on  this  line  during 
the  ensuing  winter,  at  fair  wages,  and  -orompt  cash  pay- 
ments. 

Jesse  L.  Williams,  Esq.,  authorizes  us  to  state, 
for  the  information  of  Produce  Shippers,  that  they  may 
safely  rely  upon  having  FOUR  FEET  WATER  throughout  the 
Canal  from  Lodi  to  the  lakes,  on  the  opening  of  naviga- 
tion next  spring. 

\-Ji   notice  from  the  Perrysville  Eagle,  that  the 
arrival  of  the  Planet  at  Lodi,  was  made  the  occasion  of 
general  rejoicing  along  the  lower  part  of  the  line. 
Citizens  from  Perrysville,  Eugene,  &c,  were  on  board. 


a  handsome  dinner  was  pret)ared,  which  was  partaken  of 
by  ladles  and  gentlemen,  and  the  day  passed  away  In 
general  festivity.  V/e  hope  the  same  spirit  will  be 
kept  up  as  every  section  of  the  Canal  is  brought  into 
use,  until  one  grand  army  may  meet  to  celebrate  the  union 
of  the  waters  of  the  lake  with  those  of  the  Ohic, 

The  vrinter  stock  of  merchandise  intended  for  this 
place,  which  have  been  brought  in  Nev;  York,  are  all 
arriring  by  the  Canal  route,  x/hich  must  considerably 
Increase  its  tolle,  and  as  every  mile  is  finished,  more 
business  will  be  added  to  the  canal:   and  \/hen  ship- 
ments from  this  part  of  the  country  are  made  both  ways, 
the  State  will  then  feel  the  immense  value  of  this  great 
western  v/crk,  and  producers  will  realize  a  profit  from 
their  tolls,  to  which  they  are  now  strangers. 

Times  and  Press 

Thursday  November  11,  184? 


V/AEASH  AND  ERIE  CANAL 
We  are  gratified  in  stating,  (says  ^he  Terre  Haute  Express) 
that  navigation  on  the  V/abash  and  Erie  Canal,  has  been  opened 
as  far  south  as  Lodi — the  moL-th  of  Coal  creek,  on  this  great 
State  work.   The  Canal  boat.  Planet,  reached  Lodi  from  Toledo, 
on  the  27th  ult,  and  marks  another  era  in  the  history  of  tlie 
progress  of  this  Canal.   This  lower  division  of  the  Canal,  from 
Covington  to  Coal  creek,  making  fourteen  miles,  has  be^^n  finish- 
ed and  brought  into  use  since  the  Canal  nassed  into  the  hands 
and  under  the  charge  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  brings 
Canal  navigation  to  a  -point  only  thirty  six  miles  north  of  this 
place,  and  from  that  -ooint  to  Terra  Haiite,  the  whole  line  is 
contract,  and  the  --ork  in  -nrogress.   In  this  connection  we 
may  state,  that  a  large  number  of  additional  laborers  could 
find  Tfork  on  this  line  ^'uring  the  ensuing  -.-^inter,  at  fair  wa^-es, 
and  -nrorapt  cash  ■oayments. 

Jesse  L.  Williams,  Esc,  authorizes  us  to  sts^te,  for  the 
Information  of  Produce  ShlpT^ers,  that  they  may  safely  rely  uT)on 
having  FOUR  FEET  V/ATER  throughout  the  Canal  from  Lodi  to  the 
lakes,  on  the  opening  of  na'-'-igation  next  spring. 

We  notice  from  the  Perrysville  Eagle,  that  the  ^ ^^rival  of  the 
Planet  at  Lodi,  was  made  the  occasion  of  r-eneral  re:oicing  along 
the  lower  part  of  the  line.   Citizens  from  Perrysville,  Eugene, 
&c.,  were  on  board,  a  handsorr.e  dinner  was  prepared,  which  was 
partaken  of  by  ladies  and  gentlemen  and  the  day  massed  away 
in  general  festivity.   V;e  hci^e  the  same  spirit  will  be  ket)t 
up  as  every  section  of  the  Canal  is  brought  into  use,  until  one 


grand  army  may  meet  to  celebrate  the  union  of  the  waters  of  the 
lake  with  those  of  the  Ohio. 

The  winter  stock  of  me  chandlse  Intended  fcr  this  iDlace, 
which  have  been  brought  in  New  York,  a^^e  all  arriving  by  th'^ 
Canal  rovte,  xfhich  must  considerably  increase  its  tolls,  and  as 
eYecy   mile  is  finished,  more  business  v^ill  be  added  to  the  Canal 
and  when  shl-oments  from  this  part  of  the  country  are  made  both 
ways,  the  State  will  then  fet^l  the  immense  value  of  this  great 
westcn  "ork,  and  -oroducers  wil^  realize  a  "orofit  from  their 
tolls,  to  which  they  are  nov;  strangers. 


Times  &   Press — Fort  Wayne 
November  11,  l8i;7 


WABASH  AND  ERIE  CAML.~Vie  are  gratified  In  stating  that 
navigation  on  the  V/ abash  and  Erie  canal,  has  been  ODened  as 
far  south  as  Lodl — the  mouth  of  Coal  creek,  on  this  great 
State  work.   The  canal  boat,  Planet,  reached  Lodl  from  Toledo, 
on  the  27th  ult.,  and  marks  another  era  In  the  history  of  the 
t)rogress  of  this  Canal.   This  lower  division  of  the  Canal, 
from  Covington  to  Coal  creek,  making  fourteen  miles,  has  been 
finished  and  brought  Into  use  since  the  Canal  -passed  into  the 
hands  and  under  the  charge  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and 
brings  Canal  navigation  to  a  point  only  thirty-six  mll^s  north 
of  this  nlace,  and  from  that  -ooint  to  Terre-Haute,  the  whole 
line  is  under  contract,  and  the  work  in  progress.   In  this 
connection  we  may  state,  that  a  large  number  of  additional 
laborers  coulc'  find  work  an  this  line  during  the  ensuing 
winter,  at  fair  wages  and  promDt  cash  nayments. 

Jesse  L.  Williams,  esq.,  authorises  us  to  state,  for  the 
information  of  Produce  Shi-opers,  that  they  may  safely  rely 
UDon  having  four  feet  water  throughout  the  Canal  from  Lodl  to 
the  lakes,  on  the  opening  of  navigation  next  spring. 

We  notice  from  the  Perrysville  Eagle,  that  the  arrival 
of  the  Planet  at  Lodl,  was  made  the  occasion  of  general  re- 
joicing along  the  lower  r)art  of  the  line.   Citizens  from 
Perrysville-Eugene  &c.,  were  on  board — a  handsome  dinner  was 
prepared,  which  was  partaken  of  by  ladles  and  gentlemen,  and 
the  day  -oassed  away  in  g-neral  festivity.  We  ho-ne  the  same 
spirit  will  be  kept  up  as  every  section  of  the  Canal  is 
brought  into  use,  until  one  grand  army  may  meet  to  celebrate 
the  union  of  the  waters  of  the  lake  with  those  of  the  Ohio. 

The  winter  stocks  of  merchandise  intended  for  this  place. 


which  have  been  boupht  in  New  York,  are  all  arriving  by  the 
Canal  route,  which  must  considerably  increase  its  tolls,  and 
as  every  mile  is  finished,  more  business  will  be  added  to  the 
Canal;  and  ^•/hen  shiT)raents  from  this  loart  of  th'='  country  are  made 
both  ways,  the  State  will  then  feel  the  immense  value  of  this 
great  western  work,  and  producers  will  realize  a  profit  from 
their  toils,  to  which  they  are  now  strangers. — Terre  Haute 
Express. 


THE  FORT  WAYNE  SENTINEL,  November  20,  18^7. 
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White  Water  Vailey  Canal 
Gov.  Whitconb's  vsto — The  "V^hite  Water  Canal"  apnears  to 
be  an  unfortunate  v/ork.   It  belonged  to  the  raara^outh  Ejsntem  of  I836 
and  upwards  of  eleven  hundred  thousand  c  cllare  hat?  been  ex-nended 
uoon  it  at  the  time  of  the  p-ene  'al  sus-oension  of  the  -Dublic  vorks. 
Subseauently  under  an  act  rirovlding  for  the  transfer  of  the  un- 
finisheci  v/orks,  to  com-panies  that  v.'ould  undertalce  their  completion 
in  a  so-^cified  time,  this  canal  was  made  over  to  a  company,  uoon 
the  condition  that  it  wq.s  to  be  comoleted  from  the  Ohio  river  to 
Corabridge  City  by  the  first  of  March  last.   The  company,  accord- 
ingly, -Drosecuted  the  wori  with  vigo  •,  and  it  was  finished,  or 
nearly  so,  when  the  great  flood  of  January  18^7  came,  and  nearly 
destroyed  it — damaging  it  to  the  amount,  if  we  recollect  right,  of 
about  a  hundred  thousand  dollars.   Under  the  "oressu  'p  of  this 
misfortune  the  company  apolied  to  the  Legislature  at  its  last 
session  for  relief,  and  within  ^he  last  day  or  tv'O  of  its  sitting, 
a  bill  -oasspd  both  ho  ses,  authorizing  the  Treasurer  of  State  to 
loan  to  said  comt)any,  for  the  term  of  five  years,  the  St^te  re- 
venue to  be  collected  for  the  year  I836,  in  the  counties  of  Vj'ayne, 
Rush,  Henry,  Fayette  and  Fanklin,  some  150,000,  on  condition 
that  the  company  should  give  satisfactory  security  for  the  re- 
payment, and  six  oer  cent  interest.   This  bill  faileri  to  become 
a  law  for  wsx"t  of  the  Governor's  sanction,  ''/ithout  this  aid, 
however,  the  comoany  raised  the  'neans  and  repaired  the  damage 
done  the  canal  by  the  flood  of  18^7;  after  which  c^urinp-  the 
past  fall,  anothpr  great  freshet  occurred  in  the  White  Water 
Valley,  and  left  the  Canal  in  nearly  as  bad  a  condition  as  it 
was  before  the  then  late  reoaira  had  been  effected.   The  canal  has, 
then,  been  twice  very  seriously  damaged  within  the  year  l8iJ-7. 


The  T^ubllc  have  lost  confidence  in  the  work,  and,  it  is  understood, 
the  means  at  the  command  of  the  comnany  are  exhausted. 

Upon  the  ba^k  of  all  these  disasters,  at  the  o-nening  of  the 
present  session  of  the  Legislature.   Gov.  Whitco-nb  ser.t   to  the 
House,  the  bill  that  h-^d  r»assed  at  the  heel  of  the  previous 
session,  loaning  to  the  corn-oany  tl  e  State  revenue  of  those  five 
counties,  for  the  year  18^6,  v;ith  his  veto.   However  our  feelings 
may  be  '^nlisted  in  favor  of  the  company,  on  account  of  the 
energy  tley  have  manifeeted,  and  the  misfortunes  that  have  be- 
fallen them,  we  cannot  but  regard  the  reasoning  of  the  G-overnor 
as  conclusive  in  the  matter.   In  the  first  -olace,  by  their 
charter,  the  company  was  authorised  to  negotiate  loans,  and 
issue  its  bonds  therefor,  Xirhich  were  to  be  a  valid  lein  uTion 
the  'Effects  of  the  company  in  the  ordpr  of  their  issue,  and  that 
the  company  bad  outstanding  bonds  against  it,  which  would  have 
had  -oriority  over  this  State  claim  to  the  amount  of  15112,000. 
Another  reas  n   assigned  by  the  Governor  for  withholding  his 
assent  from  the  bill,  and  a  \^ery  good  one,  too,  is  that  an  act 
had  been  passed  and  gone  into  effect,  for  tbe  arrangement  and 
final  liouidation  of  the  State  debt,  by  which  the  Stst?  revenues  ^ 
were  pre-pleciged, — that  the  Agent  of  State  was  under  the  necessity 
of  making  a  small  temporary  loan  to  me^t  the  interest  due  last  July,' 
that  if  this  'easure  had    taken  effect  he  would  have  to  have  bor- 
rowed, in  addition,  the  amount  this  loaned  to  the  company — that 
going  into  the  money  market  to  borrow  the  first  instalment  of 
interest  to  be  naid  under  the  new  arrangement,  viould  have  had  a 
bad  appearance,  and  would  have   estroyed  the  confidence  of  the 
oond-holders,  in  its  efficiency,  and  would  have  deterred  many 


of  them  from  sui- rendering-  their  ^onde;  anc^  finally,  that  it  would 
have  established  a  -orecedent,  to  be  follovred  by  other  parts  of 
the  State,  and  large  suras  of  .^oney  •'^rould  thus  be  drawn  from  the 
State  Treasury  nev-^r  to  be  rpturned  ,  "as  exT>e^l^nce  has  -oroven 
that  public  money,  invested  in  whatever  manner  in  ririvate  enter- 
prise, is  out  too  frequently  surrendered,  or  other'Aflse  ultimatley 
lost." 

These  ^olnts,  and  others,  ?re  argued  at  length,  and  with 
ability;  and,  although  as  x^e  have  already  said,  our  symnathy  Is 
with  the  unfortunate  company,  we  hope  Gov.  Whltconb  will  never 
perform  a  worse  official  act  than  this  veto. 

The  bill  may  become  a  law  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  all 
the  mem-iere  electee!  to  both  HouseB,  in  defiance  of  the  vpto. 
V/e  suppose  however,  that  such  majority  will  not  be  obtained  In 
this  case. 


Fort  Wayne  Times  &  Peor>le's  Press 
February  3,  18^+8 


THE  V7ABASH  AND  ERIE  CANAL 

As  It  is  often  stated  that  the  present  owners  of  the  Vfr.bash 
and  Erie  Canal  have  no  legal  title  to  the  property,  and  that  those 
parties  who  are  known  as  the  can^l  com-oany — some  of  whom  reside 
at  Fort  Wayne,  Huntington  and  Peru,  who  are  owners  of  a  nortion 
of  the  canal — are  in  the  same  situation  with  regar^?  to  a  legal 
title  to  the  ssne,  we  give  below  the  decision  of  Judge  T)rumrnond, 
of  the  United  States  circuit  court,  in  a  case  "before  hin,  in  which 
the  title  to  a  portion  of  the  canal  was  involved,  wMch  probably 
settles  the  Question  of  title  not  only  to  that  part  of  the  canal 
in  Vanderburg  and  Warrick  counties,  but  along  the  entire  length 
of  the  canal  in  Indiana.   The  decision  is  cli-oped  ftom   the  Inter 
Ocean  on  the  24th  ult. ,  and  is  as  follows: 

Judge  Drummond  rendered  an  interpsting  opinion  in  the  case 
of  Thomas  F.  Mason  et  al.  vs.  the  lake  Erie,  Evansville  and  South- 
western railway  company.   Prior  to  1847  the  state  of  Indiana  had 
constructed  and  operated  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canel  extending  from 
Evansville,  on  the  Ohio  river,  to  Toledo.   The  state  becoming 
embarrassed,  conveyed  the  canal  to  trustees,  July  31,  1847,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  cr^editors  of  the  stete,  and  the  canal  was 
sold  in  1857,  under  a  decree  of  the  federal  cour^t.   At  this  sale 
one  Dukes  r^urcbased  all  that  nortion  of  the  ogn^l  and  its  apend 
aees  in  Van^erbu:^gh  and  Warrick  counties,  exceut  v;hat  vt=s  within 
the  city  of  Evansville,  for  42,750.   In  1872  the  above  railway 
comT3any,  without  any  legal  nroceedinp:s ,  took  -oossession  of  about 
9  %/z   miles  of  the  tow-path  of  the  canal,  being  part  of  Duke's 
purchase,  and  constructed  its  railway  u  ■  on  that  pa-^t.   The  rail-^ 
road  v/as  afterwards  sold,  October  ?lst,  1887,  under  a  decree  of 


of  sale  in  the  present  case,  under  complanaint 's  mortgage. 

Dnkes  on  June  14th,  1877,  filed  a  petition  in  this  foreclosure 
suit,  claiming  dsmages  for  the  land  t^ken  from  him  by  the  rail- 
road company.   The  petition  was  referred  to  the  master,  who  found 
th^t  Dukes  was  the  ovner  of  the  land  in  cues t ion,  and  allowed 
him  $16,000  damages.   The  report  of  the  master  then  came  before 
Judge  Drui-^mond  as  circuit  Judge  of  Indiana,  on  exceptions  to  the 
master's  report. 

Judge  Drummond  held  yesterday  that  the  state  of  Indiana 
had  acquired  an  absolute  title  to  the  property  in  controversy  in 
this  case.   This  was  not  like  the  case  of  Kentucky  vs.  the  city 
of  Indianapolis,  decided  by  hip  in  March, 1878.   There  the  canal 
had  never  been  constructed,  and  the  rifht  to  the  land  was  aban- 
doned.  Here  the  canal  had  been  constructed  ann  operated  nanj'' 
years.   Although  the  land  ceased  to  be  occupied  as  a  canal,  it 
did  not  cease  to  be  the  property  of  the  state.   The  original 
owners  became  entirely  divested  of  title.   The  title  of  the  state 
went  to  the  creditors,  anr^  while  the  trust  deed  for  their  bent- 
fit  was  binding  the  railroad  took  the  property.   Dukes  acouired 
a  legal  title  under  the  foreclosure  sale,  and  he  could  recover 
in  any  court  having  j  irisdiction,  the  railroad  com-oany  having 
aonuired  no  title.   The  excentions  to  that  nart.  of  the  report 
would,  therefore,  be  overruled. 

As  to  the  compensation  of  $16,000  alllwed  by  the  master  to 
Dukes,  the  court  thought  it  difficult  to  fir  it.   He,  however, 
thought  that  as  Dukes  had  only  given  $2,750  for  the  whole  property, 
of  which  the  railroad  company  had  only  taken  a  part,  the  compensa- 
tion should  be  lowered,  and  he  would,  therefore,  fix  it  at  ^10,000. 
Indiana  Herald,  Feb.  4,  1848. 


WABASH  AND  ERIE   GATmL--SIDE   CUTS. 

It    is   rumored  that    some   of  the   citizens   of  Warren  County 
recently  held  a  meetlns:  and   resolved  that   they  woulci    not   pay 
a-y  more   taxes   for  the   purpose   of  paying  the   State  debt,    until 
t^e    side-cuts   to  the   Gsnal  are   completed.     We  do  not   think  there 
can  be   any   truth   in  the   rumor,    as   the   State   debt    law  provides 
a  mode,    by   suit    in  Court,    to   enforce  the   contract    entered   into 
by  the  bond-holders. 

The    state   debt    law  reauires   the   construction  of  t^e   side- 
cuts   opposite   Independence  and  Williamsport  within  eighteen 
months  after  the  acceptance   of  the   conditions   of  the  act  by  the 
bond-holders.      In  their  report    to  the  last    Legislature,    the 
trustees  use  the  following  language: 

"To   construct   these   side   cuts  will  require   the   construction 
of  either   six  or  eight   locks,    and  the   sut)ply   of  wfter  must  be 
drawn  from  a   division  of  the   canal  which   is  already  deficient 
in  water.      Entertaining   serious  apprehensions   that   the   imme- 
diate  construction   of  these   side   cuts  and  the   locks   connected 
therewith,    might,    on  account   of   the  use  and  unavoidable  waste 
of  water,    seriously   impair  and  probably   destroy  the  usefulness 
of  the   m.ain  line    of  the   canal,    and  regarding   as  they  do,    the 
obligation  resting  upon  them  to   carry   out    in  its   full   intent   the 
law  creating  the  trust,    and  at   the   same   time    considering   the 
paramount   i^nportance   to  the  lerreat   objects   of  the  trust   as  well 
as   to   the   peoDle    of  the   State,    of   securing   and  maintaining  a 
full  and  perfect   navigation  of   t'-e  main  line   of  the   canal;    the 
trustees   are   constrained  in  view  of  all  the   facts,    and  under  a 
deep   sense   of  their  duty,    to  defer  the   construction  of  those   side 


cuts  and  locks  until  themeaeures  adopted  by  them  to  secure  a 
supply  of  T'/ater  for  the  navigation  of  the  main  line  shall  have 
been  fully  executed,  and  until  it  shall  appear  thst  the  side  cuts 
and  locks  may  be  supplied  without  detriment  to  the  navigation 
of  the  main  line;  and  in  order  to  elicity  the  fullest  informa- 
tion on  the  subjf^ct,  they  hsve  accordingly  passed  an  order, 
"that  the  chief  engineer  direct  his  attention  particularly  to 
this  Question  of  the  supply  of  water  and  the  probable  effect  of 
the  side  cuts  and  the  locks  connected  therewith  upon  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  main  line;  and  that  he  report  to  the  board  at  their 
next  Beeting  or  soon  as  all  the  facts  having  a  bearing  upon 
this  subject  can  be  ascertained." 

It  will  be  for  the  interest  of  the  bond-holiiers  to  ceri-y  out, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  exact  terras  of  the  contract,  and  this 
being  the  case,  we  have  no  doubt  they  will  do  it.   It  is  f^ought 
by  the  trustees  that  water  sufficient  to  supply  the  side  cuts 
cannot  be  withdrawn  from  the  main  line  of  canal  without  greatly 
impeding  navigation.   The  reason  why  it  cannot  be,  seems  not  to 
be  understood  by  the  people  interested  in  these  works.  Without 
reflection,  they  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  a  mere  ex- 
cuse on  the  part  of  the  Trustees.  An  examination  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Ens-ineer  would  enable  them  to  understand  it.  A 
sufficient  supply  of  water  cannot  be  afforded,  because  the  canal, 
is  not  wide  enough  to  pass  the  water.   The  canal  is  of  the  width 
recuired  by  law,  and  the  question  is,  shall  the  bond-holders  be 
compelled  to  enlarge  it  at  iheir  own  expense  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  it  to  pass  water  to  the  side  cuts,  or,  whether,  it  being 
impossible  to  construct  them  without  destroying  the  canal,  it 
shall  be  done.  We  hope  some  plan  may  be  devised  which  shall  give 


satisfaction  to  all,  as  it  is  of  the  utmost  liToortance  to  the 
State,  that  her  compromise  with  her  creditors  be  carried  out  in 
good  faith. 


INDIANA  JOURNAL 

April  24,  1848 


SxiVE  IT 
Vftiich  refers  to  the  i^abash  and  £rle  Canal, 

The  following  is  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  Mr.  W. 
Wright,  of  Logansport,  in  a  communication  to  the  Journal  of  tha^ 
city.  He  says: 

Having  been  appointed  one  of  a  committee  by  the  convention 
held  d.t  Wabash  to  "devise  some  plan  to  put  the  Wabash  and  ii^rie 
Canal  in  use,"  and  being  solicited  by  you  to  give  my  .lews  on 
the  subject,  shall  a.i   tnis  time  briefly  state  what  should  be  the 
policy  of  Indiana  to  tJiis  work  to  preserve  her  obligations  to 
the  United  States,  to  her  own  citizens  along  the  line 
of  the  cancil,  and  prevent  from  falling  on  the  »^tate  of  Indiana 
a  clear,  legal  and  equitable  obligation  to  pay  to  the  United 
States  '.ne  full  value  of  all  the  la-nds  appropriated  by  Congress, 
which,  with  interest,  would  now  amount  to  near  $20,000,000. 

1.  '^'he  State  of  Indiana,  by  her  Governor,  should  have  tne 
scire  facias  issued,  contemplated  in  the  bill  incorporating  the 
b6hdh6ldersoof -Indiana  a  corporation  to  tike  and  hold  this  canal 
upon  certain  conditions;  to  show  cause  and  why  their  charter 
should  noL  be  declared  forfeited  to  the  State. 

2.  That  the  State  of  Indiana  should  by  her  Legislature 
offer  to  the  United  States  all  her  right  in  said  canal,  and  ask 
to  be  relieved  from  her  obligations  to  pay  for  the  canal  lands, 

3.  ^n   effort  should  be  made  to  make  this  ship  route  of  canal 
between  the  lakes  and  Mississippi  river  to  points  as  far  as  Peru 
on  the  Wabash  and  Maumee  rivers  improved  by  Jetties,  dams  and 
locks,  as  originally  contended  for  in  its  construction  by   General 


John  Tipton  and  many  other  of  Indiana's  prominent  citizens, 

4.  An   act  of  Congress  should  be  passed  restoring  to  the 
original  holders,  or  assigns,  all  lands  abandoned  for  the  further 
use  of  aaid  canal.   Could  tnis  be  effected,  it  would  remove  any 
tarnish  of  bad  faith  from  our  State,  restore  lo  the  United  States 
her  property,  and  may  yet  result  in  the  construction  of  the  ship 
canal,  connecting  the  navigable  waters  of  the  St.  Lav/rence  and  the 
G-ulf  of  Mixico.   A  desideratum  that  has  so  often  been  recommended 
by  our  various  Presidents  of  he  United  States  and  Secretaries  of 
i*^ar,  from  the  days  of  John  >^uincy  -"dams  to  U,  S,  Grant,  as  nec- 
essary for  our  national  defense;  did  being  the  only  fe-isible  route 
avoiding  the  Detroit  river  and  strains  of  kackinaw,  which  in  case 
of  war  with  Eiigl=i.nd  would  not  be  protected  against.Jier  batteries 
on  her  own  soil;  and  giving  four  months  of  the  ye^ir  a  healthy 
competition  agains l  railway  freights,  absorbing  the  profits  of 
j.gricultural  products,  are  reasons  wnich  ought  to  induce  us  as 
a  State  at  once  to  preserve  this  great  work  from  total  ruin  and 
abandonment. 


The  Indiana  Herald     July  4,  1848.       p.  2. 


New  Boat  Yard. 

It  Is  some  satisfaction  to  know  that  one  branch  of  the  indus- 
try of  this  place  has  escaped  the  general  sta.gnation  of  business. — 
The  boat  yard  of  Messrs.  ELLSvv'ORTH  &   RIPPE,  Presents  an  animating 
scene,  and  affords  an  evidence  th' t  the  bont  carpenters  and  joiners 
of  our  City  are  equal  to  any  in  skill,  tast.  Industry,  ana  expedi- 
tion.  We  noticed  tne  following  Boats  ready  for  launching;  Terre 
Haute,  Richard  Chute,  belonging  to  ^^^essrs.  Ewlng  &  Go's.  Line; 
Atlantic,  i-iessrs.  LITTLE  &  McCULLOCH;  Hugh  B.  Reed,  Messrs. 

3.  &  W.  S.  ED3ALL;  a  new  Boat,  name  not  known,  by  Messrs.  HILL, 
OflBISOi\i  &  CO.;  Missouri,  by  Messrs.  COOK  &  CO. — These  boats  are 
all  of  the  first  class,  A,  No.  1.   And  tneir  arrangements  for  the 
reception  and  discharge  of  merchandise,  and  the  accommodation  of 
passengers,  we  nave  never  seen  excelled.   Uunless  (sic)  the  packets 
keep  pace  in  the  race  of  Improvement,  they  must  hide  their  dimin- 
ished heads.   The  0.  V/.  Jefferds;  H.  McCalloch;  and  fejor  Sdsall 
have  been  refitted  in  very  seperior  (sic)  style,  and  are  ready 

for  business. 

The  '.^^In.  &.  Ewing,  conimanded  by  Capt.  WM.  RICHARDSOw,  who, 

by  the  way,  is  a  capital  fellow  and  "some  pumpkins . "  will  start 

for  Lafayette  as  soon  as  the  water  is  let  into  the  Canal.   The 

Lord  be  near  to  him. 


The  Fort  Wayne  Times 
March  29,  184:£ 


'   I^DIANA~ HARVEST  HOPES— GOLD  DIGGING,  &c. 
Correspondence  of  The  Tribune. 

SHELBYVILLE,  Ind.  Friday,  June  14,  1850. 

Vegetatioa  is  dying  for  rain;  we  have  had  no  rain,  of  any  amount,  for 
sixty  days;  nevertheless,  the  Wheat  everywhere  looks  fine,  and  promises  a 
rich  and  abundant  harvest.  We  never  have  had  such  a  season,  altogether, 
for  a  long  while — not  since  1816,  when  Indiana  was  almost  an  unbroken  wil- 
derness. H. 
Later.)             ^          SHELBYVILLE,  Ind.  Sunday,  June  16. 

MB.  GREELEY:  Since  my  last  letter  was  written,  the  earth  has  been  made 
"joyous**  by  lovely  showers  of  refreshing  rain.  All  Nature  seems  re-animated, 
and  clad  in  living  green;  she  stands  decorated  in  her  sweetest  smiles. 

The  rush  for  Little  California  (alias  the  Brown  County  Gold  Mines,)  is 
very  considerable.  There  are  now  about  1,200  engaged  industriously  in  gather- 
ing up  the  dust.  The  gold  is  very  fine,  being  worth  $21  per  ounce.  Those 
who  work  well  are  clearing  $10  per  day — many,  more.  The  Gold  Region  extends 
over  ten  miles  square,  rather  over  ten  miles  square — perhaps  further  than  that; 
but  so  far  it  does  extend.  Provisions  are  not  to  be  had  there.  The  gold  is 
found  in  the  forest  hills  of  Brown  County,  and  few  houses  are  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Diggings.  Those  who  go  there,  provide  a  way  to  get  their  provisions 
there  before  starting. 

Recently  a  young  man  had  his  leg  smashed  by  being  run  over  by  the  engine 
car,  in  this  place.  Chloroform  was  administered  and  he  was  deprived  of  his 
leg  without  any  knowledge  of  the  act,  until  hours  subsequently.  Chloroform 
is  extensively  and  successfully  used  in  the  West. 

The  Telegraph  is  now  giving  its  lightning  communications  between  this 
place  and  Indianapolis,  Cincinnati,  and  all  the  great  Western  cities.  The  Jjir 
diana  State  Sentinel  has  passed  from  under  the  care  and  direction  of  the  Chap- 
mans,  and  is  now  conducted  by  Wm.  J.  Brown,  M.  C.  HOOSIEB. 

New  York  Daily  Tribune,  June  22,  1850  (pgf 
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IM)IANA— THE  WABASH  VALLEY. 
Correspondence  of  The  Tribune. 

LA  FAYETTE,  Ind,  Friday,  Aug.  30. 

FRIE^D  GREELEY:  I  propose,  with  your  permission,  to  make  some 
Statements  to  your  numerous  readers  respecting  the  Valley  of  the  Wabash 
generally  and  this  town  in  particular.  If  there  be  one  spot  upon  the 
face  of  the  earth  more  than  another  tdiich  may  chalenge  competition 
in  fertility  and  productiveness  of  soil — in  the  ease  with  which  all 
the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life,  and  most  of  its  luxuries  may  be 
commanded — that  spot  is  the  valley  of  the  river  upon  which  this  town  is 
located,  and  more  particularly  that  portion  of  it  lying  north  of  Terre 
Haute,  and  embracing  a  range  of  country  say  of  a  width  of  30  miles  by 
150  miles  long.  The  soil  is  easily  cultivated,  and  for  the  amount  of 
labor  bestowed  produces  abundantly.  The  leading  staples,  wheat  and  corn, 
have  never  been  so  good  as  the  present  year,  while  other  kinds  of  grain 
and  fruits  of  all  the  varieties  cultivated  here  promise  abundant  re- 
turns. The  corn  crop  is  just  beginning  to  harden,  and  never,  probably, 
was  a  richer  return  promised.  Hie  dry  weather  of  June  enabled  our 
farmers  to  cultivate  the  crop  thoroughly  and  successfully — leaving  the 
fields  clean  of  weeds — while  the  timely  rains  since  have  caused  the 
ear  to  fill  well,  and  brought  the  crop  to  maturity.  Our  farmers  are 
generally  (I  might  almost  say  entirely)  out  of  debt,  and  accumulating 
money  and  property  probably  as  fast  as  any  other  portions  of  the  country. 
Land  here,  notwithstanding,  is  yet  comparatively  low,  good  improved 
farms  rating  at  from  $10  to  $25  per  acre,  while  abundance  of  government 
prairie  lands  may  yet  be  had  within  15  to  20  miles  from  here, 

Tliis  is  a  good  country  for  a  poor  man,  and  no  doubt  many  thousands 
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from  your  over  peopled  city  might  make  a  good  exchange  of  brick  walls, 
poverty,  want  and  despair,  for  the  free,  beautiful,  open  God-made  country. 
We  have  the  broad  fertile  acres  spread  out,  invitingly,  and  offering 
to  all  the  rich  rewards  of  their  culture.  One  great  drawback  to  the  full 
development  of  the  agricultural  resources  of  this  country  has  been  the 
wretched  stateof  the  common  roads;  but  this  is  now  being  fast  overcome 
by  the  rapid  construction  of  plank  roads  now  being  laid  in  almost  every 
County  in  the  State,  and  will  render  access  to  the  market  towns  at  all 
times  easy  to  the  farmer,  and  while  he  is  relieved  of  a  vast  burden  and 
expense  in  the  marketing  of  kis  produce,  will  double  the  value  of  his 
land,  and  considerably  more  than  double  *iis  net  proceeds.  For  an  instance, 
a  farmer  at  15  miles  distance  from  this  market,  over  the  common  mud  roads, 
delivers  his  em  here  at  a  cost  of  8  cents  per  bushel,  while  upon  the 
plank  the  cost,  inclusive  of  tolls,  cannot  exceed  3  cents.  Here  there 
is  a  net  gain  of  5  cents  per  bushel,  or,  allowing  50  bushels  to  the 
acre,  $2  50  upon  each  acre.  But  $2  50  is  the  interest  at  10  per  cent, 
upon  $25 — ergo,  the  actual  value  added  to  each  acvi  of  coiu  land  is  ^  iJ, 
What  is  true  of  corn  will  be  found  to  hold  equally  true  of  other  products. 
These  roads  here  (for  want  of  hemlock  or  pine)  are  laid  of  oak — mostly 
white  oak— plank  8  feet  long  by  2J£  inches  thick,  on  stringers  2  by  6 
inches.  They  will  never  wear  out;  the  only  question  is  as  to  the  rotting. 
The  best  estimate  we  can  now  make  of  their  durability  is  that  they  will 
last  12  years.  The  three  principal  roads  leading  into  the  town  are 
now  being  planked.  Twenty-five  miles  of  plank  are  now  laid,  and  we  hope 
within  12  months  that  the  quantity  will  at  least  be  doubled,  Tliere  are 
two  (unfinished)  Railroads  terminating  here,  one  from  Crawfordsville,  South 
25  miles,  and  the  other  from  Indianapolis,  South  east  60  miles.  This  latter 
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road,  when  done,  will  form  the  outlet  for  all  the  C^per  Wabash  travel  via 
the  Belfontaine  Road  and  Sandusky,  Its  construction  is  rapidly  progress- 
ing under  the  superintendance  of  ex  U.  S.  Senator  White  President  of 
the  Company,  The  Crawfordsville  Road,  it  is  supposed,  will  be  finished 
and  in  operation  by  the  first  of  July  next.  We  shall  then  have  a  series 
of  Plank  Roads,  two  Railroads,  beside  the  Canal  and  River — the  latter 
of  which  is  navigable  generally  from  February  to  June,  with  often  good 
water  in  December,  The  population  of  La  Fayette  is  now  about  3,000, 
having  doubled  within  the  past  five  years,  and  with  the  prospect  of 
doubling  again  before  1855,  We   ave  the  usual  amount  of  merchants, 
mechanics,  brokers,  a  bank,  churches  ^7)  and  schools,  and  ae  unusual  and 
quite  unnecessary  number  of  groggeries.  This  latter  branch,  ho*»sver, 
has  greatly  decreased  within  the  last  year,  and  a  still  further  decrease 
is  confidently  expected  and  hoped  for.  Now,  should  any  of  your  numerous 
readers,  among  the  working  classes,  wish  to  leave  the  struggle  for  a  mere 
subsistence,  and  place  the  miseives  and  families  in  circumstances  of  inde- 
pendence, let  them  come  to  the  Wabash  country,  call  here  on  Mr,  Ellsworth, 
(ex  Commissioner  of  Patents,)  and  he  will  fit  them  out  with  farms  ofalmost 
any  quality  and  at  almost  any  price. 


A  white  boy  was  stolen  recently  by  some  Indians  in  Florida,  The 
boy  had  been  sent  for  a  branding  iron,  and  thehorse  which  he  rode  returned 
with  the  boy's  suspenders  braided  in  his  mane, 

THE  NEW  YORK  TRIBUNE,  SEPT,  9,  1850, 
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